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2nd. Course:—
The Revival of Islamic Architecture

The second three—week course
for 1980 was held on July 13th. Its
aim is to revive the Islamic values in
the contemporary palnning and
architecture. The course began by
an introduction of the cultural
concept of Islam as a style of life
suitable for every place and
everytime.

There are several participants
from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Sudan
and Kuwait. The course consists of
18 lectures deliverd by a very
distinguished group of professors
and specialists in addition to 8
seminars in which the participants
are supposed to offer thier
researches that deal with any notion
related to the main theme of the
course. '

The lectures deliverd deal with the

following aspects: —

® Start—points of reviving
Islamic values in contemporary
planning and architecture.

® (Construction as one of the
cultural reatures of Islam.

These lectures were followed by a
statement of the historical
background, the development of
Islamic art, architecture and, city
palnning at the different periods,
the strong relation between these
aspects and the social, economic,
materialistic, technical factors of
life, They also deal with the
reflection of religion on all these
factors.

There were also other lectures,
discussions, and researches related
to this aspect including the
following :—

e The development of Islamic
architecture.

@ The architectural and palnning
characteristics of ancient Cairo,
and ancient Spain «Andalos».

and the obstracles which
hampered the continuation of
the cultural support of Islamic
architecture.

The seminar deals also with
the scientific and organizatinal
methods which secure the
revival of Islamic architecture in
the contemporary city, and the
role of the technical machinary,
public media, the associations,
and the individuals in this task.

Four field visits to the
historical places were scheduled
at the turn of the course to make
students. aquainted with the
architectural features of these
places; and with the social,
economic and physical
environment of the age in which
they were built. The visits
included the overhaulting
laboratories, Ahmed Ibn
Toalon mosque, Bait
Al—Kreetlia, Sultan Hassan
mosque, the Citadel and the
Islamic museum.

The comming Training Courses: —
— 3rd. Course:

Feasibility Studies for
Architectural and Planning
Projects. From 27 Shawal to 19 Zo
Al—Kida 1400 (7th. To 28th.
September 1980).

— 4th. Course:

Construction Management.
From 17 Zo Al Hegga to 18
Muharam 1401.

(October 26th. To November l6th
1980).

5th. Course:

Preparation of Architecture
Programmes And Contracting
Documents. (From 12 Muharam to
21 Safar 1401)

November 30th. To December 28th
[1980).
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FROM ALBENAA
NEWS
EGYPT:—

® UN University in Tokyo intends to
participate in a research for suing solar
energy in rural housing.

e Two architectural and planning
competitions will be announced by the
National Company for Housing in the
near future. The first for the design of a
Tower building in CBD Cairo and the
second for the planning of a residential
area in the city of 6 October.

e UN Habitat is participating in a study
for the rehabitition of a rural area in
Quina region affected by storm rainsin
winter 1979.

@ The urbanization policy in Egypt will
be studied by a US consulting firm and
an — Egyptian associated firm. The
study is financed by US AID.

® The National party in Egypt is
considering applying its housing policy
in developing the city of 6 October.

® The productin of building materials
needed for the national housing
programme will be given priorities for
foreign investments.

@  Foreign consulting firms will be given
temprary permission to work in Egypt.
The individual has to pay registration
fees of L.E. 120 and the firm has to pay
L.E.500.

Saudi Arabia :—

@ Invitations are expected to be sent to
several selected consulting firms to
submit their proposals for the planning
of Hail, Quasim, Quatil and Mecca.
Submissions will be directed to the
Minister of Municipal and Rural
affairs in Riyadh.

®  Prince Majed Ibn Abdleaziz, Governor
of Mecca Region and his deputy Prince
Saad Ibn Abdel Mohsen with
Arch—Saiid Farsi the Mayer of
Jeddah pay great interst in reflecting
Islamic values in contemporary
architecture and planning in Jeddah
and Mecca. Mr. Farsi takes this matter
deep to heart. The physical face of
Jeddah is changing with the
application of Islamic architecture.



CPAS

OBJECTIVES
STRUCTURE

When CPAS officially started operating
on January 1st. 1980, bearing a multitude of
activities in the fields of training, studies,
writing and publishing along with
consultancy services, it came as a surprise
for many, especially for some of our
collegues. We established this center after a
long absence from our home country,
during which we worked, my colleguesand |
with the UN, where I was appointed as Chief
physical planning Expert. We were able
during this period which lasted six years
with the UN to divert the basic principles of
physical planning from just being some
presented studies and reports to a
continuous activity with all pllanning
aspects reacting at all stages and levels.

This was the starting complimentary
point for establishing a Center with a
multitude of comptementary activities. The
planning process is considered to be
incomplete without the training of
personnel who would be able to carry and
undertake this activity. On the other hand
training would be inefficient if not
complemented with academic studies and
the adoption of the latest techniques
through the cooperation with international
organizations and institutions. This would
in turn still be incomplete if such results are
not presented to the public through the mass
media as being the primary beneficiary from
the palnning process. Such a message
should be based on inherent values
represented in the revival of cultural and
architectural heritage of the Arab city
assuring its identity which in turn expresses
its past and present at the same time. This is
the cultural challenge facing the architect,
planner and the ordinary citizen.

Therefore it was natural that CPAS
included lecture and discussion rooms, a
scientific library and specialized
departments for training, architecture and
town planning.

CPAS
ACTIVITIES

One of the main activities of
CPAS is to arrange training
courses. The aim of these courses is
to provide the student with data
related to the different specialized
fields of consturction, and to
strengthen relations between
specialists in the Arap and foreign
countries through studies, ideas,
discussions and view—points
delivered in the field of
consturction.

Ist. Course :—
(Organization of Local
Planning Machinery):—

The centre has inaugurated in
April 1980 its first training course.
Its main theme was the organization
of local planning machinery. It was
attended by eleven participants
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and
Egypt.

The participants from
Saudi Arabia were: Engineer Badr
Soliman Fahd, Saud’ Awad
Al—Mkklify, Saud Mohamed Ali
Al—Kufedy, Adel MOhamed Amin
Bin Al—Taib Rozy, Fahmy As'ad
Ibrahim Khayyat, Mohamed
Raafat Hashim Fery, Anwar
Mohamed Anwar Ahmed.

From Kuwait : Mona Mohamed
Sultan Porcely.

From Egypt : Ashraf Abdel—Rauf,
Halim Sobhy Iskandar and Saif
Allah Samy Abu Al—Naga.

The ex—ministers of housing and
construction, engineer lbrahim
Naguib and engineer Hassan
Mohamed Hassan have
inaugurated the course.

The chief aim of this course was
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to make architects, and those who
work at the local machinary of
architectural planning acquanted
with the latest methods ofpreparing,
implementintg and developing
designs. Another aim is to prepare
specialists who can deal with the
process of planning on the local
level within the range of the whole
national plan
An excellent group of lecturers —
who have acquired a large
experience, and who have done
many studies in the field of physical
planning (methods and application)
— have participated.
Among them are —
Professor Dr. Abdelbaki
tbrahim, President of the
Center. Professor Dr.
Mohamood Samy Hassan.
Engineer Ahmed Al Mesery.
Dr.Samia Al—Sa’aty. Dr.
Taher Al—Sadek. Engineer
Mohamed Kamel Hassan.
Engineer Abdel—Razek
Bakshesh. Dr. Hazim
Mohamed Ibrahim. Dr. Hassan
Metwally. Dr. Hassan Kheir
Al—Din. Dr. Sherif 1brahim.

The schedule included 12 lectures
which dealt with the following
subjects:—

The role of local planning in
urban development, the executive
process of local plans, the practical
methods of collecting and analysing
palnning data for the sake of local
planning, stabilizing programmes
for the short—term and long—term
projects. Procedures for acquiring
building licences and the
regulations related to them, and the
role of public relations in the
architectural development, in
addition to 8 seminars to discuss the
cases offered by students.
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4th year — 2nd issue

AL MAWELNEWS

— Contacts have been made

between Pratt Institute in New
York and CPAS to negotiate a
special six—week seminar
organized by the center for final
year students of the Institute to
study «Islamic architecture».
Grades obtained in the course
will be stated in the certificates
which will be delivered to
students.

Discussions had been made
between Colombia University
in New York, Newcastle and
Liverpool Universities in
England and CPAS to establish
the foundation of
co—operation between each of
these Universities and CPAS in
the fields of planning and
architectural researches and
consultation.

A mission from CPAS had a
field visit to the cities of
Al—Wady Al Gadid in reply to
the governor’s invitation to
prospect the development of
these cities on the short and
medium tems. CPAS made a
memo in this connection
explaining ways of handling
these problems and a statement
of the same time with the
midterm plans in the light of a
whole long—term strategy.

— The president of CPAS visited

Jedda — Saudi Arabia — where
he met Sheikh Mohamed Saied
Fares Mayer of Jedda and the
high ranking officials there.
They discussed during those
meetings, their problems and
the answers and suggestions to
fulfill them.

A large number of housing and
construction experts visited
CPAS after its inauguration.
Among them were — Engineer
Hassan Mohamed Hassam,
ex—minister of housing. Mr.
Labib Zamzam, Al-—Behera
Governor, Mr. Ahmed
Othman, ex—governor of
Aswan, Mr. Shoukry Ayyoub
Ex—governor of Sharkia, Mr.
Husney Al—Saied Chairman of
the Board of the National
housing company, Engineer
Ibrahim Naguib, ex—minister
of housing, Dr. Mona Serag
Al—Din, Prof. At Harvard
UNIV. U.S.A., Housing
Experts at the USAID, TAMS
Experts at the Ministry of
Construction, Engineer Hassan
Abdel—Motal, Under secretary
Ministry of Construction, —
Dr. Yehya Al—Zeini, Mr.
Hassan Fathy, International
expert. — Engineer Meshaiel
Foad, and large number of
professors of the Egyptian and
foreign Universities.

A study of Islamic architecture
in Iran made by Mr. Reza Izadi
(U.S.Mery Land University —
Department of Architecture)
was recieved by CPAS. The
study is an enclusive one. It
deals with all the architectural
and ventilation aspects. It is
written in both English and
Persian languages.
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— The Center recieved a copy

from the latest book written by
«Olrish Shaftizel» — City
Planning Institute — Technical
UNIV. Munich, W. Germany.
The book deals with the
reservation and renewal of
Islamic cities. Another book by
the same author_was published
(1978) dealing with the
problems of planning and
development in the developing
countries.

SPARE (Society of
Preservation of Architective
Resources in Egypt) is
performing a very huge activity
to bring the architectural
Islamic places, and cards with
drawings of some archaic
buildings are prepared. The
association with
head—quarters in London
distributes special pamphlets
related to its activity.
Membership of the association
is confined to non—Egyptians.
Dr. John Rodneck -—
Preofessor at the A.U.C.
represents the association in
Egypt.

The center recieved information
from Aga—Khan programme
for Islamic Architecture stating
the names of the board of
professors contributing at the
programme from Harvard
University and Mossach usel’s
Institute of Technology where
there is a special center for
authentication. The programme
offers PH.D. fellowships at
M.T.T. in city planning and
architecture. The programme
stated the terms of contribution
and its suggestions to exchange
experience and research works
between Aga—Khan
association and CPAS.
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Synobsis From ALAM ALBENAA

How to borrow with an interest of 3% to build your
house

The article gives detailed information about the
new cooperative housing law to be implemented in
Egypt mid 1980. The article also thros the lights on
the negative and positive points of the law in
reference to previous experience in this field.

Interview with Ibrahim Naguib ex—minister of
housing.

The interview explains the objectives of the national
housing policy drawn by the National committee in
1978. 1979 Mr. Nabuib gave his views on that issue
with special emphasis on increasing the production
of building material and minimizing area and cost
of dwelling units.

The future of Land Policy in Egypt.

The article deals with the different laws affecting
land policies in Egypt during the last 20 years and
gives some indication of the situation in 2000.

Your legal adviser.
deals with housing problems from the legal point of
view.

Your technical adviser.

deals with housing problem from the technical
point of new.

The personality of the first issue.

This is the life of Mr. Hassan Fathy the prominent
Egyptian architect and philosopher. The life of Mr.
Hassan Fathy is a long prosperous one. The article
refers to his theories, ideas and the work he
designed.

Selected Projects: —

The selected projects for this issue are the new Air
Terminal for Hajjin the new internatial air-—port in
Jeddah, and the new campus of ‘Al Basra
University in Iraq.

Architecture Details
A detailed design for a Mashrabia which can be
applied in contemporay Islamic architecture.

Selected Subjects :—

The first article is on the core—house system and its
possible application on rural and urban areas in
Egypt. The second article deals with the definition
of Islamic architecture in contemporary life. The
third article deals with building new Islamic
communities; their structure, planning and design.

Islamic Art:—

A special page allocated for Islamic art and how it
could be applied in contemporary designs in
different materials.

Young Architects

This page shows the interests and hopes of the news
generation of architects. On another page samples
of their projects in the final years are shown.

Book Review

The book reviewed in this issue is in Arabic and
written by Dr. Badr El—Khooly entited «Climatic
Effects on Arab Architecture» published by
Dar—Al-—Maaref in Cairo.

Your Chosen Corner

How to furnish a two room flat. [t is meant to asssist
young couples to arrange their small
accommodation,

Souk Al—Benaa
Selected products from the local market are
categorized and listed for easy access to the reader.

Al—Benaa Youngsters

A trial to attract the yungsters to be acquainted with
Islamic Art and architecture. This trial starts witha
competition to colour and measure and Islamic
pattern.



FROM THIS
ISSUE ABSTRAC
ABSTRACTS

Definition of
Islamic
Architecture :

It is very difficult to claim that
there is an accepted definition of
Islmic planning or Islamic
architecture. Islam is a theology, in
addition to its being a style of life
which covers all social, political,
economic, educational, -cultural,
hygienic, and behavioural aspects.
On the other hand, architecture has
always been a reflection of the
cultural and natural environment of
the society. This same phenomenon
applies to architecture at any place
in the Islamic world.

For a great number of people, the
concept of the Islamic architecture
denotes tangible characteristics of
some architectural features like «Al
Mashrabia», the arch, the dome, or
any other architectural pattern that
distingushes this typical style of
architecture.

The most beautiful patterns
which represent these features can
be seen in the official buildings like
those of the Mamluk's period in
Egypt, the Ommayad’s in Syria, the
Abbaside’s in Iraq and the Spanish
or Persian architecture.

But where is Islam in all this ? It is
a difficult question to answer.

Extravagance in the architecture
of mosques was a natural
expression of the luxurous style of
life in fashion at those periods. But
it did not express the original

essence of Islam. The Prophet’s
tradition prohibits using colours in
mosques, in order to attribute
purity and holiness to the
architecture of the mosque. The
tradition forbids also using
«Al—=Mehrab» because of its
similarity to the alter used by other
sects.

But the residential buildings at
those times spontaniously reflected
the cultural and climatic
environment of the Islamic Moslem
community, and the abstract values
of the Moslem family.

Islamic architecture was always
an expression of the latest and
advanced technological
achievements at the sience of
construction prevolent at its time.

From another angle, the urban
structure of the Islamic cities was
almost always a reflection of
culture, of social behaviour, and of
human relations which emerged
from the teachings of Islam. The
structure of the city was planned to
cover the desires of the ruler, not the
desires of the society as it is stated in
Islam.

Therefore it is very difficult to
find a general rule upon which we
can define Islamic architecture,
because there are certain variable
and stable factors which affect
Islamic architecture. The stable
factor in all places and in all times
are the teachings of Islam.

Attributing general rules to any
region as fixed features of Islamic
architecture will not be reasonable.
Yet it is possible to find out some of
the Islamic cultural features which
cen be reflexed or Islamic
architecture at the different regions
of the Islamic world. These
charcteristics are : —
purity, simplicity, privacy,
coherence, and spontanious
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denotation of the needs and
vacations.

From the evacational point ot
view, Islamic architecture in its
broad sense, must respond to the
needs. These must in turn conform
with the teachings of Islam. Every
Moslem designer or planner must
conceive these teachings.

Argument may extend, and
opinions may vary on the revival of
the cultural values of Islamic
architecture in contemporary
architecture. Yet revival of these
values do not necessarily mean an
imitation or simplification of the
design of these buildings as some
people might imagine but we must
begin a new active era of
construction, and design. Then the
newly constructed buildings will be
the tangible substance of our
argument. There would be a chance
for specialists and non—specialists
to criticise and refine these features.

In this issue there is an extraction
of an official building in an Islamic
city. The designer tried to take into
his consideration the climatic
factors, and the cultural values of
the environment.

We ask any one who represents
religion to join our discussion
because Islamic values in old or
contemporary architecture must
have had their reflections on the
daily applied teachings of Islam at
home, or at office. In other words
we want to know the ideal pattern of
buildings or streets of the
contemporary Islamic city from the
religion’s point of view.

The call for establishing rules for
Islamic culture is an inclusive call.
Our main theme «The revival of
Islamic values in contemporary
architecture» represents one aspect
of its diversified branches.
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ORGANIZING THE PROFESSION OF
ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING

It is a difficult task to choose the
editiorial’s theme for the first issue
of «The world of construction».
Naturally ideas would press when a
new issue is about to appear.

But the theme of this issue’s
editiorial is one of the most vigorous
and of primary importance. If wish
the standard of this career to rise it
has to be supported by two basic
foundations. The first is the
building up of the architect or the
planner. The second is the
systematization of practicing the
career. Practice is the fundmental
touch—stone which proves the
actual value of the architect’s or the
planner’s artistic production. For
this very reason we give this theme
our supreme concern. It is even the
most important of the temes which
we shall deal with later on.
Whatever the architect’s or the
planner’s background was —
Universities, Arabic, or foreign
schools of architecture — yet his
structure will not reach perfection
except through practice during the
few years following graduation.

The syndicate — represented in its
specialized departments settles down the
rules of practice for all its members, as
concerning subscription, evalution, or fees,
in addition to other kinds of services. The
scientific activity is organized by the society
of engineers. All engineers can be enrolled in
this society regardless of their efficiency or
experience. The sole licence for practiceisto
obtain the academic qualification. This is
followed by subscription in the syndicate.
This rule also applies to architects and
planners who constitute an integral part of
te society of engineers. But in most of the
advanced countries architects and planners
have their own status. As there have been
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large numbers of various specialization
graduating since scores of years, so this
status is of no significance now. Organizing
practice in the advanced countries is
organized by the scientific associations. The
large numbers of annually graduated
architects and planners have no more any
right to begin their practice immediately
after graduation as the case is in many of the
Arab countries. After graduation there must
be a training period of two to three years at
one of the technical societies or the
authorized offices. This training period
must be follewed by a special test before
giving the candidate an official licence to
practice his career.

The training period itself is a continuation
of the architect's or the planner's building up
stage. Begining practice immediately after
graduation makes him liable to face huge
repsonsibilities which he ean not perform.
As a consequence, his final product whether
in architecture or planning will be below the
standard required. In general this would
render the standard of architecture more
shallow and as a consequence the
architectural standard of cities and villages
will be the same.

It is quite abvious that most of the houses
and blocks are designed by minor architects
who are below the practical standard which
puts the finishing touch to their academic
qualification.

If this was the normal condition accepted
in the past, yet it is not accepted now, in the
era of minute specializations and diversified
science of construction. This rule applies
also to the syllabuses, which we shall deal of
later on, in another issue.

We do not want in this issue to evoke
young architects and planners but we want
to guide them on the right road
professionally, and administratively. The
state of hesitation and detachment which
they live in after graduation cannot be cured
except through training.

The architect’s and the planner’s
responsibility in collaboration with other
specializations have become very huge and
tiresome and it touches people's life
especially at the present stage.

CHIEF EDITOR

Their responsibility is like that of a
physicians, or the lawyers, or the journalists
or other persons who cannot perform their
work except after a fixed period of authentic
training.

The training required for architects and
planners would help them to be
proffissionally in constant contact with their
society. This would also help them to
increase their capacity to raise the level of
the career as concerning : organization,
administration, authorship, publication or
at conferences, seminars or the exchange of
experience.

The training period required for
architects and palnners help to create the
huge administrative entities of the local
consulting offices. It will help also to enlarge
their capacity and entities to reach to the
level of the equivalent offices abroad. This
in itself will give another push to raise the
standard of the career which will
consequently be reflected on the
architectural level of cities and villages.
After doing so, we can demand the cultural
values of the Islamic Architecture to appear
in city planning and in modern architecture.
But this is another problem of which we
shall deal with later on.

ADVERTISMENT

The magazine would take to
appoint qualified
correspondatns. All over the
world who ever finds himself
qualified for this job please
send his CV to chief Editor.
Alam Albenaa
14 Sobky Street
M. Elbakry
Heliopolis
LCairo — Egypt
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® Chairman of Board &
Editor in chief
ABD EL BAKKY

IBRAHIM
Lay.out Editor
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With the first words of «The World of Construction», the board of
editors resort to God seeking guidance. We also ask our readers their
advice. No work can reach perfection just at the begining. But we hope to

begin with sound steps looking forward to more spacious horizons in the
fields or editing and publication. We will try to contribute to raise the
cultural standard of the Arab and Egyptian citizen.

«The World of Construction» treads on the heels of many other trials
as the first magazine in the Arab World that tries through its specialized
topics to reach every hand, to speak to every mind in the Arab and
Islamic Worlds, and to open new horizons on the international level.
Nowadays, man spends half of his time at home, on third of it at work,
and the rest is spent in moving between these two places. So, his

® Assistant to the Editor in
cheif
DR. HAZEM IBRAHIM
® Managing Editor
HUSSEIN ABAZA
® Assistant Managing
Editor
AYMAN ZEITOON

environment must be his Primary concern where it should be designed to
meet all man’s physical and physicological needs.

BSCRIETIONS:~ For all these reasons, «The World of Construction» springs into being

EGYPT 355?;_ ;\Or{l)n;]T_ in order to give every individual a chance to see his reflection on it.
SUDAN 50 PT. 500 PT. «The World of Construction» is a spocksman for owner and tenant. It
JORDAN 05DJ. 3D.J is a resort for those who want to build new houses, where they will find
}(Rl;\\i’)AIT g'g;'gb ST_Ié[;_D answers for technical questions. For newly married couples will find in it
S. ARABIA 9 SR, 90 SR the best guidance for furnishing an attractive house.

SYRIYA 10 L. 100 L. Students can also find a special section through which they can enrich
H}\B(?ESBN I\OSL ,:305 L. their artistic abilities. On its pages the engineer can read or his colleagues
EUROP 5 50°$ experience in the fields of construction, housing and plannings in
N. AMERICA 4 ¢ 60 $ addition to the source of culture and civilization of our Islamic heritage

architecturally and artisticing. This will inspire his imagination when he

shapes the cultural personality of modern architecture of modern cities.

We are well aware of the huge responsibilities or the heavy burden
which lies on this magazine, which makes us worried. But this newly
born magazine will welcome all opinions and all experiences to come to

Plus 50 P.T mail cost inside
Egypt, $6 for Arab countries and
$12 for U.S.A and Europe.

meet and interact on its pages and to give birth to the seeds of welfare for
M)ll)4Rll:’!l.iz(:)‘l;KY STR the whole community.
M. FLBAKRY  HELIOPOLIS

1. 603397 603843
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