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EL MAWE'L NEWS

His Excellancy the Mayor of
Jeddah Eng. Mohamed Said Frasi
has requested Dr. Abdel Baki
Ibrahim the President of the Centre
to organize a special trainning
course for the management,
operation and maintainance of the
municipality's utilities for the
officials of Municipalities of
Jeddah, Mecca and Al—Madina
Al—Monawra for three weeks to
be determined later on.

The Centre will send three of its
experts to the Kingdom for one
week visit to study the situation in
Jeddah Municipality then they will
visit the unicipalities of Millano,
Paris and London to be acquainted
with the best ways and subjects that
can be the basis for the course
which will be held at the premises of
the Centre in Cairo.

The Centre has received an
invitation to a symposium
organized by Massachusetts
Institute on Islamic Architecture
for 5 days from 18 through 22
August 1980. The project of King
Abdul Aziz University in Mecca
Moccarama and the project of the
Cultural Centre in Tehran will be
submitted. Two of the engineers
participating in this study are
moslems and the rest are christians.

The Centre has received a request
from Professor Colterman from
Washington University in Saint
Louis to provide him with some of
the architectur al material of the
Centre, specially what represents
the Islamic heritage in the
contemporary architecture. This is
in order to be published in the
scientific magazine of the
University and the book he
prepares on architecture of
Developing Countries.

— The President of the Centre Dr.

Abdel Baki Ibrahim participates in
the membership of the Tourism
Development Committee and the
Technical Committee affiliated to it
to set—forth the policies of
Tourism Development in Egypt.
The Chairman of Board of
Directors of Misr— Aswan Tourist
Company Dr. Salah Abdel Wahab,
the famous tourist expert Dr.
Hatem Al—Franshawi and the
Chairman of the Urban Planning
Authority Eng. Michael Fouad
participated in the committee. The
enlarged committee comprises
Counsellor Mohamoud Fahmi,
Eng. Mostafa Alsaid, Dr.
Mohamed Fagel Nour and Dr.
Adel Talaat and headed by
Ex—Minister of Housing and
Tourism Eng. Ibrahim Naguib and
Mr. Abdel Rahman Seliem as
Secretary.

Contacts have been made between
the Centre and a group of Finish
Architects who are interested in
Islamic Architecture in order to
cooperate in organizing studies for
the Finish students in the Centre
particularly for the final—vyear,
research or postgraduate students,
This course will follow the pattern
prepared for the students of the
Pratt Technical Institute in New
York. The Centre has received
some researches and articles
prepared by the Finish architects
interested in the revival of
indeginous heritage of the national
architecture.

Official measures have been taken
to announce the formation of the
Society of the Revival of Islamic
Heritage in Contemporary
Planning & Architecture as one of
the activities of the Centre.

I AL MAWEL. s

FROM ALAM ALBENA
NEWS :—

Jordan

. 19km south of Oman, an industrial
city is currently being planned to
contain from 700 to 800 factories of
small & medium industries. All
utilities & public services will be
provided in the city as it allows the
expansion in housing units
allocated for approximately 25000
workers. An industrial company
from Singapore has prepared a
feasibility study for this project.
The European Bank for Investment
assists in the financing of this
project.

2. Holland participates in the
construction of a Trade Centre in
the city of Oman that bears the
features of the Arabic architecture
by using industrialized methods of
construction.

3. The British Halcrofox undertakesa
Traffic survey of the city of Oman
within 15 months with the intention
of solving the traffic problems of
the city,

Bahrain

— The Minister of Industry &
Development announced that it is
expected to allocate 2 thousand
million dollars of its new budget to
new projects in the field of
construction. One of the biggest
project for which a great portion of
this budget will be allocated is the
project of constructing a bridge
connecting the island of Bahrain
with the east coast of Saudi Arabia.
This is in addition to the process of
expansion of the airport,

Kuwait

— The pouplation census in Kuwait
shows that the total population has
reached 1,355,827 people; 41,50
are national Kuwaities and the rest
are non—Kuwaiti. It is known that
the population was 206,463 people
in 1957.



CPAS
Activities

— CPAS has inaugurated
its 2nd course of
trainning programme for
1980. Main theme of the
course is «Revival of
Islamic Architecture». Its
aim is to bring Islamic
values into light specially
in contemporary
planning and
architecture.

The Centre has prepared
a series of lectures,
symposia, seminar, and
visits; which as a whole
aim at putting
philosophies and
theories related to this
theme . into effect, to
apply them taking into
consideration the
requirements of the
present time and to make
them fit the
contemporary
achievements in the light
of the cultural continuity
of the Islamic religion.

The course continued for 3
weeks (from July 14th 1980 to
August 3rd 1980). 20 students
participated from Saudi
Arabia, Sudan and Egypt.

The programme included a
symposium. The first part of
it was a study of the
architecture and planning of
this historical regions.
Among the participants in
this sympoium were:

Mrs. Lyla Ibrahim, Dr. Badr
El—Deen Abo—Gazy, Dr.
Yahia El—Zainy, Dr. Abdel
Baky Ibreahim, Dr. Ahmed
Kamal Abdel Fatah,

The inauguration party
of the 2nd course was
held at the Centre’s
premises (Ramadan Ist
1400 of Hijra — July
13th 1980). A good
number of personalities
who are interested in the
revival of the cultural
heritage in contemprany
towns have attended the
party. Among the
eminent gusts were Mr.
Hassan Mohammed
Hassan — Ex—Minister
of Housing, Dr. Yahia
Al=Zayni — Chairman
of the Arab Bureau,
Engineer Michail Fouad
— Chairman of the
Physical Planning
Authority, and Mr. Ali
Farag — Under
Secretary; Ministry of
Planning.

A L M A W’ I L. 5000

— 18 Lectures were delivered by

a distinguished group of
professors and specialists.
Among them were Engineer
Hassan Fathy, Dr. Badr
El—Deen Abo—Gazy, Dr
Ne’mat Foad, Dr. Darwish
Abo Saif, Dr. Abdel Rohmar
Fahmy, Mrs. Lyla Ibrahim
Dr. Abdel Baky Ibrahim, Dr
Hazim Ibrahim, Dr. Sherie:
Ibrahim, Dr. Ahmed Kama
Abdel Fatah, Mr. Shafi
Shalaby, Dr. As’ad Nadeem
Dr. Adel Yaseen and Dr
Mamdooh Yacub.

A number of symposia anc
seminars were held to discus:
the cases offered by students

The inauguratin party wa:
attended by many journalists
representing Octobe:
Magazine, and Al—Ahran
newspaper, and the editors o’
«The World of Constructin»
They led an open discussion
of the aims of the trainning
course, the possibility of
applying the cultural values
in contemprary planning and
architecture in order to make
them suit the potentialities of
the present era, and the role
of journalism in promoting
this philosophy to convey it
to the reader in order to
participate in the creation of
an Arabic Islamic identity
that has its own
characteristics and heritage.



AL MAWEL (HABITAT)

CPAS REVIEW

Ist year

Editorial

«Al Mawel» tries to tear itself away from its
tender mother «The World of Construction» in
order to be an independent publication that opens
its doors to researches and studies which are
accomplished by members of the center or by the
students who participate in the successive
seminares. Though it is newely born, yet there are
many researches that wait their turn to be
published in «Al Mawel» In the previous issue of
the «The Habitat» we were obliged to postpone an
article written by Saoud Al—Kufaidy from Jeddah
municipnlity about the planning characteristics of
the town of «Jedda.»

The new born baby must grow till it can depend
on itself to move librally within wider ranges, but
still under the keen observation of his mother This
continues till his youth, then he can be
independent, and can impose his own individual
personality,

This is what we except of «Al Mawel» because it
was born and lived lonely for some time before it
was adopted by «The Word of Construction»

3rd issue
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which nourished it with quality of papers and the
best printing.

Al—Mawel as a new name for a new born/baby
is in the the opinion of some people sounds
difficult. They claim that this name suits more a
book of literature, or a volum of history, but nct a
specialized publication in the field of arhitecturel
and planning . But as it is a new name that bears
depth in its denotation which connects it to the
magazine’s main theme, readers will soon get
adapted to it specially when its delination and
representation come to the mind of the reader. Itis
in fact the most suitable and comprehendable
name. The center receieved al letter from the Greek
«Ekistics» magazine as a congratulation of he new
born baby, wishing success and asking to recieve .
every new issue of «Al Mawel» The letter refered to
the region’s need of an achievent of this sort. The
board of editors feel the weight of responsibility
and began to be worried over its new born baby in
its early days while it needs all care and protection
till it becomes stronger. So we adhere to GOD who
is the best protection and aid .
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Synopsis from ALAM ALBENA

® The Role of the Center of Building, Housing

and Planning in the construction development
in Egypt.

The article reveals the negatives and positives in
the role of the Center of Building, Housing and
Planning in the construction development in
Egypt. The center was for sometimes affeliated
to the Ministry of Scientific Research and now
to the Ministry of Reconstruction, The need for
the reorganization of the Center becomes
evident in order to serve directly the building
industry.

The New Towns: To whom they are planned ?
The article deals with the bases of the planning
process for the new towns now under
construction in Egypt. Who 1s concerned of
what in that process? Are the people who are to
live in these towns defined or are the towns
planned to accommodate any body? The
argument touches the bases of the planning
operation,

Your legal adviser :

Deals with the legal problems related to the
tenants and owners of houses, the exchanges of
flats and other relevant questions,

Your technical adviser :

Helps the readers to save in their building
elements and materials. It also helps them to
know the proper ways of acquiring their
building licences.

Selected Projects :

The selected projects in this issue are
I— Sheraton Hotel in Dubai.

2— Cairo Internatinal fair.

The Personality Of This Issue:

The personality selected for this issue is Dr.
Abdel—Halim Ibrahim from the young
generation of architects interested in the revival
of historical and caltural values in contemprary
Islamic architecture and town planning.

Selected Subjects :

An alternative to the core house system.

The provision of empty space in well designed
residential buildings which could be finished
and furnished gradually by the low income
tenants,

The guide for young architects and planners to
continue their studies in U.S.A. Universities.
How the joint courses between American
Universities and Arab Universities or Centers
seem reasonable to facilitate these studies.

The book reviewed in this issue is titled
«Architecture of Islamic World» its history and
soctal meaning with a complete survey of key
monuments by Ernst Grube and five other
outhors. The introduction «What is Islamic
Architecture» written by Ernst Grube reveals
the ignorance of the author who tried to answer
this question. '

Architectural Details of doors in an Islamic
design as applied to a contemprary building.

The chosen corner deals with the question of
furnishing the limited space in small housing
units and the multiuse of furniture.

Souk Al—Benaa : Contains a great variety of
selected building materials and products with
their producers and current prices.



enviroment exactly as the case was in
the fifties in the Western World. This
happens at the same time when Western
architects looked back for the cultural
values in our architectural hertiage to
derive from it its essence which is used
in their buildings which dazle us. It is
our duty to go back to our heritage and
to display it in front of the whole world.

Those who have authority, and those
who take decisions claim that the world
has become an entire whole, but our
reply to this is «if the world has become
an entire whole it is from the economic
and financial aspects, but not from the
cultural aspects, because every region
has its own culture, deep rooted in
history specially in our countries.»
Civilization and religion emerged from
our lands. How could we imagine thata
few number of foreign experts would
come to our country to save our Islamic
architecture ? Are we not able to do this
same task ? Don’t we have the
experience ? Still we have high ranking
experts all over the world. The fact is
just lack of organization not more.

Now back to our original subject of
the formation of the architect and
planner. We have learned architecture
from foreign syllabus which state that
Greek architecture is the origin of all
architecture, then followed by the
Roman, then the medevial then the
Renaissance, till the Industrial
revolution, but Islamic architecture
found marginal care in those foreign
syllabus. This is what have been firmly
rooted in our minds, and the minds of
the young generations after us. This is
what was imposed upon us, not to pay
any attention to our heritage. This was
a normal result of the Western cultural
conquest which swept all the cultural
values of the Arabic Islamic city
represented in the rules, and the
theories of design and planning. They
even gave us the inpresswin latteron
that these rules and theories are not
suitable any more for practical
application on our architecture or

contemporary city planning. They
began to lay down new rules and
theories for us to follow, at the same
time they started to send their student
to study Islamic architecture in our
region Suddenly they began to direct an
extensive care for our Islamic heritage
specially in Europe and America, even
in Japan and in South West Asia Where
is our place in all this ? If we can not face
this problem at the present time, so we
must prepare ourselves to face it in the
comming generations when we teach
architecture.

Architectural education in
Egypt needs a cultured syllabus
that springs from our values. It
must suite our human and
technological artistic and
technological abilities. As a
matter of fact they must suite to
the artistic and scientific abilities
of our youth. If we cannot fix the
number of university students we
must face the situation with a
new system atic style and a new
syllabus that suites all those
numbers. It is our duty to define
our target of the educational
process and specify the types of
graduants required for design,
building technology,
construction or the research
work in the field of architecture
and planning. Through this
process we can direct those
branches after a basic period of
general study of the basic
architectural subjects. All
students can learn the mutual
language through which they can
interact when they work in
collaboration. In this case the
architect can acquire all the vast
specializations of technology,
architecture, and planning as the
case was in the past.

I A LAM ALBENA

This trend in turn needs
independency in decision
making in the financial and
administrative affairs. If this was
not achieved,the technical and
artistic rigidness will continue,
consequantly the standard of the
Islamic— Arabic City will lessen.
The architectural schools must
be completely independent of the
faculties of engineering which
they are related to. These schools
must be independent in its
academic, administrative and
financial aspects. This may be
embodied in the faculties of
architecture and planning or in
more independent divisions.
These faculties or departments
can also be entities for education
and production at the same time
in order to widen their artistic
and educational abilities and to
raise the salaries of those who
work in these entities, and to
attract the Egyptian and Arab
professors from abroad. These
are the most important channels
through which we can attract our
experts and scientists who are
scattered in many universities
and institutes all over the world.
We must attract them not only in
the academic field but also as a
step towards their collaboration
in our large architectural
projects which are planned,
designed and studied by foreign
experts and consulting firms in
the absence of the Egyptian and
Arabic Consulting entities. The
latter issue leads to an argument
among our engineers, professors,
and experts and as an important
theme we shall deal with it latter
in another issue of this magazine.

3
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Formation of Architects
and Planners :

The first notion which
appeared at the first issue of «The
World of Construction» aimed at
promoting the career of
architecture and planning in
Egypt and the Arab World. We
came to a conclusion that raising
the technical and cultural
standard of architects and
planners is a corner stone of
Promotwin. Raising the
technical standard necessitates
the development of the syllabus
to be followed by schools of
architecture and planning in
Egypt and the Arab World.

The word «promotion»
appears from time to time.
Committees convenc several
times for the sake of basic
promotion, but soon these
committees concluded their
work with just some
amendments omission or
addition of some articles. So
years pass, and the world about
us advances rapidly in all aspects
of knowledge, architecture, and
planning.

At the beginning of every scholastic
year students at the [aculties of
engineering rush to the dep:riments of
architecture. Thier numbers increase
annually to become hundreds and
hundreds, consequantly the rate
diminishs between the number of the
students and that of the teachers, and
also the personal relation between them

2

fades. This relation must on the
contrary be strengthened due to the
special type of study held at these
departments. The same system
continues, but the amount which
student acquires becomes lesser
specially with those students who have
not the ability to carry on with this kind
of study even if they have abtained the
first ranks in the general certificate
exams. These are like a tube which
students enter through from one side to
be pressed to come out from the other
exhausted and gaining nothing. The
result would lead to the increase of the
disguised unemployment with some few
exceptions of those who possess the
talent and resolution. From another
angle, the result will be a decrease in the
rates of artistic production and the
architectural standard of buildings
made by the less capable private sector.
These kind of buildings in turn form the
majority of architectural production in
the Arab cities.

The call for the rise of the
architectural standard or

ADVERTISMENT

The magazine would like
to appoint qualified
correspondatns all over the
world. Who ever finds
himself qualified for this job
please send his CV to chief
Editor.

Alam Albenaa
14 Sobky Street
M. Elbakry
Heliopolis
Cairo — Egypt

the revival of architectural
identity of the Arab City
appears again. Conferences
and symposia are held to lay
and state recommendations
but matters continue to take
its usual course in slowness
and delay without any
recognized change. The call
becomes low for some time
to rise again after sometime
while the world around us
leaps from one achivement
to the other in the field of
architectural researches and
publishing. These

achievements provides an
abundante of production in
the whole world. At the
same time these (whether
books or articles) do not
forget to direct our
attention from time to time
towards the importance of
our Islamic or Arabic
hertitage. At the same time,
we just look at the horizon
waiting for what is offered
to us by others while we are
the owners of this artistic
heritage and the deep rooted

architectural history.

The contemporary Arab arhitecture
passes through a critical stage Iron and
glass conquer our architecural
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The Editorial

by
Dr. Abdel Baki Ibrahim

This second issue of «The World of Construction» is our second
step on the road of constructin towards welfare. It is a sort of
emphasis on the magazine’s message to serve the community, and
to revive the cultural identity in the architecture of the Arabic
town. If the first issue was still young —green when published, yet
we shall do our best to nourish it and make it grow in order that the
coming issues would be more vived, strong and full of every
novelty in the field of construction.

We realize that the specialized journalism must be
comprehended by all levels because the architectural enviroment is
in fact a result of collaborated roles of all those who take a share in
the process of construction. We try to open the discussion with all
people, all generations; the general and the specialized, young and
youngsters. We try to interact along the process of time and the
motion of life. We try to search for originality, for an identity to
bring the cultural identity of the Arabic town into view.We try to
lend the youngsters who are interested in construction a hand tc
improve their artistic abilities through represntation of some
extracts of local arts.

We try to help the housewife to arrange her home with local
values. We try to aid the lessor and the tenant to make both of
them apprehend their mutual. On one hand we try to help whoever
wants to build to conceive the executive procedures and on the
other hand, to get the best out of the regulations to suit our
enviromental circumstances. We try to raise the standard of
architecture. Our aim is to spread this message all over the world.
Our aim is to make of the pages of «The World of Construction» a
sort of a meeting—place for all those who have an interest in
construction. This can be achieved through articles, illustration,
criticism, or advertisments.
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