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Almaw’el news

® The World Bank has requested the Centre to

submit its data (experience) in the field of training
so as to be (put) registered on the list of
specialized centres in this field. The Bank is
expected to finance the projects of training in the
field of urban planning in the Arab World.
The Centre is undertaking a remarkable activity
in organizing the third training course titled

«Technical and Economic Feasiblity Study of
Urban Projects ». Assistant Professor at
Architecture Department—Cairo University Dr.
Raffik Khalil has been nominated as programmer
of the course as he has a wide experience in this
field. The Centre will send invitations for those
interested in this topic to participate in the course.
President of the Centre Dr. Abdel Baki Ibrahim
has been invited to participate in the academic
activity of the Syndicate of Engineers as far as the
survey and documentation of Cairo historic
mosques are concerned.

The Architecture Committee of the Supreme
Council of Arts comprises 21 members headed by
Professor Mahmoud Alhakim, Dr. Yehia
Al—Zaini Programmer and the membership of a
number of professors and architects. The
Committee comprises Dr. Abdel Baki Ibrahim as
a member.

The engineers, administratives and editors of the
Centre have visited the 10th of Ramadan City and
Ismailia and the urban projects there. It is
expected that the Centre organizes entertaining
and scientific excursions for field visits to the
urban projects undertaken by the various
machineries of the State.

Mr. Ivey of Ch2M/Hill contacted the Centre to
inquire about the possibility of cooperation with
the Centre in urban projects in Egyptand abroad.
The Centre has received Mr. Ivey to resume this

contact.
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® The Centre has formed an integral group of

various specializations working in the field of
development and reconstruction including the
economic expert in investment projects Dr.
Hatem Alhoronfishawi and Urban Projects
Counselor Mr. Ahmed Tharwat as well as
Utilities Expert Dr. Mostafa Sa’as.

The Centre has opened the door of affiliation for
all specialists in the integral fields of
Reconstruction and Urban Planning including
engineers, planners, architects, economists
socialists and administratives according to the
system of continuous cooperation so that such
specializations be able of becoming partners in
the Centre which would give way for everyone to
cooperate and work through the lates
organizational and administrative regulation:
applicable in the international consulting firms
Affiliation forms are available at the Centre fo:
those interested in participating in its activity.
A number of the Centre’s engineers and
administrators  are preparing for their
post—graduate—studies, therefore it would be a
pleasure for the Centre to help them in
supervision and direction and making use of its
specialized library.

The Minister of State for Reconstruction.
Housing and Land Reclamation met with the
President of the Centre, and the conversation was
conducted around the urban activity which th
Ministry undertakes. The President of the Centre
presented the Centre’s brochure which illustrate-
the Centre’s activity in the field of urban
planning, architecture, training, publishing and
writing.

The Centre won the compansation prize of th:
contest for Feasibility Study of the lanc
belonging to Maadi Company, north of the
Armed Forces Hospital. Details are published in
Alam Al—Bena’a.
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1st year

CPAS REVIEW

4th issue

Almaw’el Editorial

As a scientific publicatio of the Centre that presents it activity and publishes the
researches made by its personnel, Almaw’el carries on its academic role and opens it pages
for the youngsters to publish their scientific production under the auspices of the Centre
...... and opens its doors to polarize any auther in the planning and architectural field.
Almaw’el hopes to continue in performing its cultural message from within the Centre
side by side with the message of the mother magazine Alam Al-Bena’a also wishes that its
name is repeated as a comprehensive conception of planning, housing and reconstruction
..... such a conception has been adopted by the United Nations in its International
Conference on Settlement which was held in Vancouver i Canada in 1976.

While expressing the Centre’s objectives and illustrating its activity in the field of
consultancy services both in architectural design or town planning, besides its parallal
activity in writing, publishing and training, Almaw’el wishes to be a pioneer in providing
science and knowledge for everyone, as it is not important that any firm undertakes ajob,
but the most significant is that everyone benefits from such experience in such a job.
While expressing the Centre’s activity Almaw’el hopes that the mother magazine Alam
Al-Bena’a to be everyone's in Egypt, the Arab world and all over the world for writing,
publishing, information and advertising.

Almaw’el, yet small in the size in which it appears in Alam Al—Bena’a magazine, still it
makes its way firmly and persistently to grow with the Centre’s activity until it reaches the

limit whichenablesitsindependencefromthemothermagazine,hence,itwouldmakeitsown
wayindependently.



— The Development of Muna and Hajj Rites Area

The development of Muna and the Hajj Rites
Area was exposed to an international competition
in 1975. The projects submitted have been evaluated
and the Jury came out with some conclusions which
can guide the development process of the area. The
entries proposed several valid ideas concerning the
development of mobile services in the area.

— Book review:
Solar Energy and Building by SUSZOKOLAY:

The Architectural Press, London.

The book was first published in 1975 in Great
Britain. Its second edition was reprinted in 1978.
The book deals with a scientific subject which is very
much appropriate to the contemporary Arab
architecture.

It gives the reader a good background of the
expanding technology in this field. The edition
includes a country—by—country survey of the
recent developments and a review of developments
in theoritical subjects and in computation.

— From the Islamic Art

The example shown illustrates the composition of
a decorative feature from the Islamicart. It shows to
what extent several patterns can be composed
together in a series of composite shapes.

— Central Bank of Kuwait—Project

This project shows the adabtability of
architecture in local environment. This is an
example of several projects built in kuwait during

the last decade.

The Development of an area in Maadi — Cairo
A Planning Competition

This competition was held early 1980 with no

N ALAM ALBEN A |

programme on terms only to develop an area of 38
acres overlooking the Nile south of Cairo inany way
which can be attractive to foreign investors. Nine
local firms were invited to the competition. Three of
them submitted their entries. The first prize was
ommitted because none of the competitors satisfied
the owners of the area. The three firms were given
the second, the third and a compensation prize.
They were COPA, SABOUR & CPAS.

— Souk Al—Bena’a

This is a categorized system for advertising in the
magazine in a trial to bring the consumer and the
producer in one place.

— Interior Design

The idea presented in this issue tries to solve the
problem of space in small flats. The magazine
presents its own idea of three—in—one where one
piece of furniture can provide three uses.

— Do it yourself

In this section the magazine tries to help people to
minimize the cost of decoration work in their houses
by applying do—it—youself system, starting in this
issue by the fixation of wall paper.

— How to get a job abroad

To the youth, an article tries to advise them to the
proper way of getting jobs outside Egypt. How they
face their new life abroad and to be aware of the
situation in the different arab countries.

— Islam as a civilization — By: Mrs Nemat Fouad

This article deals with the spread of Islam as a
civilization. It also corrolates the Symtoms of Islam
with those expressed in architecture and tow
planning. The article is written by a very well known
historian writer Dr. Nemat Fouad.



Synopsis from Alam Al—Bena’a
— The Role of Architecture Competitions in Egypt and the Arab World:

The article expresses the views of some leading
architects and officials in Egypt to what extend
architectural competitions have satisfied their
purpose. One of these views says that the
competitions do not attract the big firms or the well
established architects. Others say that each
organization tries to put the terms and conditions of
its competition without consulting the Society of
Egyptian Architects who has no influence in this
respect. Others find no valid results were gained
from the competition for one reason or another. It
seems from the general reaction that architectural
competitions are not well organized or managed in
Egypt or in other Arab countries.

— How Moslems look at Islamic Architecture ?

This is an interview with Shiekh Mohamed
El—Shaarawy a leading figure in the Moslem
World. He was asked about his impression about
the physical conditions in the Hajj Rites area. He
did not show any objection to the heavy movement
of cars inside the area and found it a good way to
facilitate the movement in the erea. He did not
object in, another place, to the elaborate use of
colours and ornaments in the Mosques in condition
they do not deviate the attention of the prayers. He
said the Mosque should have a higher respect than
anydomesticbuilding.

— Legal Advisor

This page answers legal question related to rents,
exchange of flats and other relvant problems.

— Technical advisor
This page tries to help the readers in applying

some simple methods to minimize the costs of
buildings.

— The Personality of this Issue — Dr. Shafik
El—Sadr.

Dr. Shafik El—Sadr a leading town planner in
Egypt was born in 1913. He got his B.Sc from Cairo
University in 1936 and spent two years in Harvard
University in U.S.A. where he got his masterin City
Planning. He was then appointed as a lecturer and
then professor of Town Planning in Cairo
University. Dr. El-—Sadr then moved to Ministry of
Housing and then became Vice—Minister for
cooperative housing. He played a great role in the
field of city planning in Egypt and other arab
countries when he worked with UN.

— From the Street — Picture and Comment

The picture expresses the result of allowing
people to build additional floors on top of their
buildings after taking their final shapes.

— The Planning of Mecca

The article deals with the main factors affecting
the planning process of the city. The city receives
about two million pilgrims every year. During Hajj
period the Holy city has to accommodate this
number of people and provide them with housing,
transportation, security and health facilities besides
the provision of drinking water and other public
utilities. The Hajj rites area is considered an integral
part of the city of Mecca.

The article explains the conceptional approach
for planning the Holy city on an operational bases
rather than with the conventional theory of
planning. Mecca as the centre of the moslem world
deserves all the interest and efforts of all concerned
who can give their active role in the planning
process.

ALAM ALBENA DS



ii. Understand the process of
architectural design and city
planning to translate these needs
into terms useful to architects and
planners; and

iii. Participate in the decision—making
process pertaining to environmental
issues.

Research

Institutions: Research institutions
should be the focal point of
interdisciplinary projects involving
university faculty, practicing architects
and planners. The training of research
assistants and students should be an
integral part of research activities.

Priorities: Research should be
directed towards a set of priorities
including such issues as:

a. The study of local building materials

- and natural resources and the extent

to which they can effectively be

utilized.

b. The study and assessment of
traditional and imported building
techniques including an evaluation
of their appropriateness and
potentialities.

c. The study of passive energy
techniques, both traditional and
new. The research may include an
evaluation of passive energy
techniques, with respect to their
compatibility with the Islamic
concept of interior space, the
heritage of indigenous architectural
forms and the exterior of Islamic
neighborhoods and towns.

Practice

A national institute should be
established to set standards for the
certification of qualified architects and
planners. The institute should assume
the following responsibilities, namely:

® Promotion of professional

knowledge: To enhance the
acquirement and interchange of
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professional knowledge among its
members,

® Examination for membership: The
institute should devise and implementa
system for testing the qualifications of
candidates for admission to its
membership by examination in theory
and in practice and grant certificates to
successful candidates.

® Conference and education: The
institute would organize conferences
for the exchange of views on
architecture and planning, provide a
forum for scientific presentations, hold
exhibitions relating to the practice or
theory of architecture or any allied
subject and award certificates,
diplomas, medals or prizes in
connection therewith.

® Encouragement of research: The
institute would encourage original
research and development and
maintain high standards in the
profession of architecture and planning
as well as enhance the usefulness of the
profession to the public.

111. Center for Islamic
Architecture and Planning

The Hijra 1400 Declaration asserts
the significance of establishing such a
center and defines its main objectives
and functions to include documenta—
tion, professional coordination and
research.

Professional coordination

The center should provide
coordination between a'!l major
professional, educational and research

“organizations as well as concerned

individuals. It should provide direct
liaison between theory and practice and
serve as a channel for the dynamic
exchange of ideas, personnel and
publications with comparable centers
and interested scholars and
professionals.

. ALAM ALBEN A I

Pesearch

Facilities for research, publications
and dissemination of information are
essential for the center to discharge its
duties effectively. The center should
serve as an institutional base for
permanent and visiting research
scholars. It should also encourage and
foster research by students and scholars
from different institutions all over the
world through the initiation of special
projects and programs,

Research issues of primary concern
to the center include the following:

a. The interrelationship between
human behavior and the built
environment. In particular, the
cultural and social effects of the
physical environment — especially
new housing developments — must
be carefully examined.

b. The interrelationship between
philosophical and socioeconomic
systems and their relationship to
architecture and planning.

c. Collection, analysis and publication
of data for adequate planning at
national and local levels.

Research programs should be
multi—faceted to deal with past,
present, and future aspects of a wide
range of topics, inter alia the following:
a. Philosophical questions of Islamic

aesthetics, including the problems of

semiology and meaning.

b. The matrix of physical environment,
typology and aspects of Islamic life.

c. The Islamic stand on technology,
energy, economy, landscape,
geometry, calligraphy and allied
arts.

d. Materials, crafts, and techniques.

e. The appropriate environment for
Muslims residing in non— Muslim
countries.

In summary, the center should serve
as a catalyst for research, education and
practice as well as a vehicle for the
continuing transmission and
development of the architectural
heritage of Islamic,



B.Planning and implementation
processes

The role of the muhtasib in
traditional Islamic cities as an enforcer
of Islamic regulations concerning the
built environment has been replaced by
today’s system of municipalities. There
is a need now for planning councils with
qualified personnel to administer these
responsibilities in the public interest.

Public awareness: The information
media should be involved in a
coordinated effort for educating the
public and improving their
appreciation for Islamic architecture
and planning and for the importance of
conserving the cultural heritage of
Islam. Educational and cultural
institutions can effectively help in
educating the public and in the
dissemination of relevant information.

C. Conservation of the cultural
heritage

Conservation: The traditional
medina is a physical environment of
great value and a reservoir of the
cultural heritage, The medina is now
menaced by pressures of rapid change
in many Islamic cities and particularly
the cities of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. Partial or total destruction of
such districts or buildings deprives the
community of an irreplaceable cultural
resource. It is imperative that medina
districts be revitalized and guarded
against all unnecessary changes.
Meanwhile, they must acquire suitable
functions and an economic base
appropriate to the dynamics of urban
growth.

In addition to the preservation of the
medina districts, the authorities should
actively pursue the following objective:
a. The study of traditional building

and the establishment of a national

register for buildings of historical
value.
b. The conservation of outstanding

examples of individual buildings,
groups of buildings and related
spaces and gardens; and the
coordination of restoration efforts
where required.

D.New approaches to housing
and community design

The development of new approaches
to housing design and community
planning in harmony with the Islamic
cultural heritage should be encouraged.

A worldwide series of competitions
could be a means for inviting the
development and testing of such new
approaches. Other means, drawing
upon world—wide experience, should
also be pursued. Promising results of
such competitions should be built on a
pilot demonstration basis and
evaluated while in use.

Il. Education, research,and
practice

Education

Curriculum:

a. Within educational institutions, the
environmental design programs (e.g.
architecture, building science, urban
planning urban design, landscape
architecture, interior design) should
be bound together to form a
collegiate unit. The role of this unit
in developing and coordinating
these programs would allow for the
improvement of teaching and
research activities as well as the
extension of professional sciences to
the public.

b. Programs in environmental studies
should reflect a balance between the
technological, socio—economic and
cultural aspects of design and
planning. Students should work on
real problems and be exposed to
human concerns. Utlimately, this
will contribute to practical solutions
to design problems.

¢. The study of the arts and crafts of
traditional building should
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constitute part of environmental
design educational programs.
Methods to develop craftsmen
should be encouraged and their
work skills and techniques preserved
for future generations.

d. Educational programs in
Architecture should include more
information on:

i. The social structure and cultural
background of various Muslim
communities and their built

environment;
ii.The socio—economic aspects of
housing;

iiiThe traditional building materials
and methods of construction
including passive environmental
modifiers.

e, Planning educational programs
should emphasize the principles of
Islamic law. Specialization in
Islamic law pertaining to planning
practices should be advocated.

The faculty: The faculty of the
educational institutions concerned with
environmental design should be
competent in both academic and
professional practice Faculty members
should be encouraged to engage in
professional practice and to conduct
research. Regulations should also allow
for practicing professionals to
contribute to teaching and research
activities. Demonstrated achievement
in practice should be recognized and
given equal weight with traditional
degree requirements,

Women's role: By virtue of their
position in the society women have a
particular and indispensable
perspective on the needs of the family
and its demands for the built
environment. Some mechanism must
be found to solicit and to integrate their
knowledge and needs into planning.

Therefore, a compreheénsive training
program at the university level should
be established to prepare a cadre of
women professionals who can:

i. Conduct studies of space utilization
and family needs;
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE and

URBANISM

King Faisal University — Safar 1400 — January 1980

The Hijra 1400 Declaration

We declare our most profound
appreciation and respect for the
great architectural heritage of
Islam. Today this universal
heritage is seriously endangered
and stands at the threshhold of
irreparable loss.

To present the further
deterioration of its natural
environment, to preserve the
quality of its human settlement,
to increase an awareness of its
character and values within
ourselves and throughout the
world and to enhance its growth
into future, we commit ourselves
to the establishment of a central
place for documentation, liaison
and research devoted to the
study of our architecural
heritage and to the dissemination
of those essential attitudes that
can help nurture the Islamic way
of life and the realization of the
appropriate architecture of
Islam.

In the spirit of this declaration,
the participants in the
International Symposiun on
Islamic Architecture and
Urbanism have adopted the
recommendations presented on
the following pages.
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To ensure adequate follow—
up for the recommendations, the
participants recommended
specifically:

a. The formation of a post—
Symposium committee to
extend and consolidate the
deliberations of this historic
meeting; and

b. The formation of an
international advisory group
to the post—Symposium
committee to enhance and
facilitate the exchange of
ideas.

The recommendations have
been grouped under three main
themes:
1. Public policy and action
. Codes and land use policy
b. Planning and implementa—
tion processes
c. Conservation of the cultural
_ heritage
d. New approaches to housing
and community design
II. Education, research and
practice
lll. Center for Islamic Architec
—ture and Planning
a. Documentation
b. Professional coordination
c. Research

These recommendations were
adopted by the participants In

the Symposium at the fina
plenary meeting on Thursda
22nd of Safar, 1400 AH/10th o
January, 1980 AD at King Faisa
University, Dammam.

I.Public policy and action

A comprehensive national plan for
policy and action should be formulate |
to deal with issues such as codes and
land wuse policy, planning and
implementation processes, public
awareness, conservation of the cultur:l
heritage and new approaches 1o
housing and community design.

A Codes and land use policy

Zoning codes and regulator
controls are major tools in shaping the
environment. Imported prescriptive
measures for land control and building
have obstructed the development of
appropriate urban patterns. These
measures need to be replaced by codes
and regulations based on Islamic laws,
values, and practices.

Land use policy: There should be a
national policy on land use to integrarte
and direct regional and local policies--
including suitable measures 1o
discourage land speculation. Such 2
policy should specify critical types «f
land and assign priorities for the use «f
each type, including agricultural land.
There should be tight control on the
disposal of waste products on vacant
land, the destruction of vegetation, ard
the pollution of air and water.



local consulting offices and
centres. On the other hand
officials have begun to
appreciate the local expertise as
a result of their hard and bitter
experience with the foreign
offices.

Long discussions were made
on the position of foreign
consulting offices and the
preferability of local offices.
Discussions were concluded with
the subject of organization of the
profession and governing its
rules, as in several arab countries
there are regulations that
organize dealing with foreign
consulting offices, some of which
require that the foreign
consultant participates with the
local one within a certain extent,
With or without the professional
organizations .... some of which
are agencies .... some abolished
this method out of respect to the
profession and some still
permit the foreign consultant to
work through local consultant
ensuring the control of local
offices in the consultancy market

Dealing with the foreign
expertice is an inevitable result of
the advanced countries who
surpass the developing ones who
always seek the expertice and
knowledge of the advance
countries. Yet, the ultimate
result is the domination of
foreign expertice over the
consultancy market in the
developing countries and its
polarization of local expertice as
individuals, which may cause the
immigration of the arabic and
Egyptian brains particularly to

the advanced countries. The
Egyptain mentality is an
advanced one, this is shown
when it reaches the framework of
advanced organization provided
by the foreign environment.
Therefore, inviting immigrant
brains back to their homelands
requires the presence of
developed technical arganizat—
ions and environment,

With a quick glance at the
publications issued by the RIBA
Royal Institute, of British
Architects we would find
consultancy books which helps
in organizing integral conulting
offices
Besides, the knowledge which an
engineer acquires when he
undertakes any engineering
activity both for programming
the composed effectiveness of the
best utilization that matches the
endeginous potentialities. This is
in addition to the library that
contains all publications in the
field of archetecture and
planning. Naturally, this takes us
back to what has previously been
published about the organiza—
tion of the profession. Thus it
looks like a complete circle that
connects education and
organization of the profession,
then the establishment and
organization of the local
consulting offices. "

Organization of local offices is
based either on the integral
professional collectiveness in
various specializations whenever
it is required or on the basis of
establishing consulting centres
and offices that comprise great
numbers of technicians and
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undertake several activities
which ensure their continuity.
Hence, the organizational
distinction appears between the
offices which comprise integral
machineries working full time
and the other that comprise some
part—time—empolyees. This is
what characterizes the
consulting offices in
developing countries in general
and the arab countries and Egypt
in particular. Continuation of
work in offices comprising
integral machineries is subjected
to many circumstances and
above all is the economic and
administrative stability that
guarantees the flow of
consultative activities over such
offices in a way that enables them
to continue. To overcome this
point one of the professional
organizations in an arab country
takes the role of job—distributer
among the consulting offices
according to their technical and
organizational capabilities.

At the same time other
professional organizations in
other arab countries including
Egypt are unable to control
consulting professional
organization, giving way to the
establishment of agencies of
foreign consulting offices
together with the inner—relation
of specializations and their
contradiction with no  distinc
tion. To what extent are the
foreign consulting offices
needed? and what is the role of
local offices?, the answer to this
question is still suspended and
the door for discussion is still
open.
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NOTION

The status of Local and Foreign
Consulting firms in the Arab World

As continuation of the attitude
of treating the matters that
interest architects and planners
with the intention of raising the
cultural level of the arab city and
contemporary architecture. In
this article we move to the
subject of benefitting from the
foreign expertice in the urban
projects, after dealing previously
with the subject of organization
of the profession then the subject
of academic structure of
architect and planner. In fact, all
of the three subjects have the
same objective, i.e. improving
the profession and raising the
scientific and cultural level of the
arab contemporary architecture.
Then there is the role of the
community and to what extent it
interacts with this process, asitis
the only beneficiary of what
comes up of construction and
reconstruction on the surface of
the earth. The cultural level of
the community is a compliment
—ary part of raising the cultural
level of the arabic city and
contemporary architecture.

Making use of foreign
expertice is meant to be the
measure of our cultural level. If
we consider the volume of
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technical productivity of foreign
expertice in the arab world we
would find that it exceeds that of
the endeginous expertice in the
field of reconstruction. Although
it does not show for the eye that
glances the size of reconstruction
on the sides of roads in a number
of huge buildings and villas
designed and constructed by the
endeginous expertice. Foreign
expertice has found its way to the
arab region through technolog—
ical advancement, acheived in
science, technology and
organization and with which it
became able of satisfying the
requirements of ambitious
developmental plans laid—down
by the arab countries whether
depending on the local finance
from rich countries or on foreign
and local finance from other
countries. Urgent projects of
housing, planning and
reconstruction, public utilities
and high ways as well as the
agro—industrial advanced
projects in all sizes and advanced
technology together with lack of
advanced endeginous expertice
have always been the main
reason behind the importation of
foreign expertice to the arab
countries.

Through dealing with a great
number of foreign consulting
offices, it has become clear that
they handle projects from a
profitability point of view
without considering any other
factor. Profitability does not
mean a poor technical or
scientific standard, but it is
influenced by a number of
productive and technica
elements that may not suit the
endeginous situations o
characteristics of arab
communities. Hence, many of
these offices resorted to the
assistance of arab technicians,
mostly Egyptians, and thus the
Egyptian expertice mixed with
the foreign one in several field.
The Egyptian expertice existing
inside and outside the country
has been unable so far to form
the great organizational
structures through which it can
stand on equal footing with the
foreign consulting offices
particularly with the private
organizations and individua!
offices are still representing the
great majority of big or small
local offices. Yet encouraging
initiatives have come up showing
the organizational efficiency of
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The Editorial

by
Dr. ABDELBAKI TBRAHIM

Again on the road, with steady steps, deep faith in our message and more
confidence in our readers .... Again we follow the cultural marsh of the Islamic
nation during its most important annual event ..... the season of Pilgrimage ...,
Pilgrimage in its broad meaning is the human marsh towards God, where
moslems coexist with one heart asking for God’s Grace. Hence the material
and aesthetic values are balanced in the civilized structure of a moslem.

While calling for the accomplishment of the aspects of the Islamic cultural
call in architecture and planning, the magazine emphasizes the importance of
this moral and intellectual gathering ... so as to study the various cultural
aspects of Islamic nation of which architecture and town planning are the most
important. Together with other aspects of the material image of the Islamic
civilization which so often attracts other peoples of the world. As the magazine
calls on its pages for the revival of Islamic heritage in contemporary planning
and architecture, it calls for portraying the Islamic community, existing in the
sacred rites, in a civilized image as the best of nations. The Islamic nation is not
unable to cope with the marsh of technological advancement in a way that suits
its cultural values. Hence, it is responsible for improving the ways of
up—keeping its people who gather in the Holy rites for several days .... whether
with regards to accommodation, services or utilities. It is a call for the necissity
to contrive the best ways of living that ensure the perfection of the cultural
image of the Islamic nation in its annual gathering.

Inthe 20th century, the engine has overwhelmed manhisfamily, The engine
in our urban environment is the car that has all priorities; for which roads are
paved, tunnels digged and bridges constructed. And man was left to find his way
amongest such a sea of machines that pollute the environment with their noise
and waist and which drag the pilgrim away from the purity of the soul. Here
purity is the characteristic that should colour man and place at the same time.

In this respect purification is design and planning of the ways of up—keeping,
services and utilities where instinct and nature of the place complete the latest
technological devises such as means of accommodation and transportation
provided for the pilgrim by the purity of the soul and the holiness of the place,

Therefore, it is a common responsibility of both moslem architect and
planner anywhere in the world.

Gathering during Pilgrimage is to review the affairs of their nation in an
Islamic and cultural manner and to lay—down the standards, and propose their
ideas and knowledge in improving the means of accommodation and
transportation during the Holy rites to their nation and to offer insentives for
advancement and innovation.

As the Centre of Pilgrimage Researches in jeddah has started with steady
steps on this road, its responsibility after this call will be greater.
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