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Al-Maw’el News

* His Excellency Engineer Mohamed
Said Farsi Mayor of Jeddah
Municipality has kindly accepted to be
the Honour President of the Society of
the Revival of Planning and Architec-
tural Heritage. It is well known that
His Excellency is considered as one of
those interested in reviving the physical
heritage in Islamic cities. This is ap-
parent in case of Jeddah city where the
older parts of the city have been
renovated in an Islamic context with
recently built buildings marked with
the adoption of Islamic values in ar-
chitecture and design.

® The Center’s delegate consisting of
Dr. A. lbrahim President of the
Center, Dr. A. Abdel Fattah consul-
tant and Dr. A. Yassin had the
pleasure to meet His Highness Prince
of Mecca Province, Prince Maged Ibn
Abd El Azziz who spoke highly of the
Center and Alam Al-Bena’a Magazine.
His Highness gave a short explanation
on the connection between Islam as a
belief and the various components of
the Islamic house.

® The Center has received an invitation
to attend the conference on the
preservation of Islamic monuments
during the Fatimid Period, held in
Cairo for the period between 15-19
December 1980. Experts from the
UNESCO and Egypt attended the
conference,

The Arab Office for Design and
Consultation, in cooperation with the
Center, have presented a pilot project
as a practical approach towards the
preservation of Islamic monuments in
Cairo.

The Center’s Activities

- The fourth training course litled
«Construction Management» run by
the Center of Planning and
Architectural Studies is scheduled for
the period between 1 February
1981-22 February '81.

- The course aims at acquainting the
participants with the latest scientific
methodoligies adopted in construc-
tion management. This includes the
application of compulers as com-
pared to the traditional methods
adopted and ways of developing
them.

- The course includes 20 lectures on:

- The transitional period between
the completion of execution
studies and the beginning of
implementation.

- The organizational settup for the
various specializations,

- The preparatory stages for the
implementation process.

- Preparation of bill of quantities
for equipment and building
material.

- Site preparation,

- Stages of implementation.

- Management of comprehensive
urban projects.

- Industrialized buildings.

- Financing of construction pro-
jects.,

- Lecturers will include a group of
university professors, specialists and
those practicing the profession
whether in local or international
firms.

- The course program will include field
visils to some urban projects cur-
rently undertaken in Egypt.

- Lectures are given 6 days a week
from 9.30 a.m upto 11.30 a.m and
from 12.00 p.m. upto 2.00 p.m., with
half an hour as break in-between.

- Last day for considering the ap-

plication forms is 15 January 1981.
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Editorial

With the first steps with the newly born publication of Al-Maw’el or the Habitat after it has been able
to stand independantly to express the palnning and architecture ideology of the Center of Planning and
Architectural Studies. Al-Maw’el by this leaves the ground for the parent magazine Alam Al-Bena’a which
expresses all ideologies in an attempt to revive Islamic values in contemporary architecture.

Al-Maw'el in its new form represents the scientific publication of the Center, and is a means for the
exchange of experience between consultancy offices and similar institutions in Egypt and abroad, aiming at
raising the level of the profession,

Al-Maw’el would like once again to introduce itself through its name whichis Habitat or Human
Settlement. In our understanding, Habitat is a general word which includes in its wide sense the house, the
shelter and the urban cluster. It is a word which includes all aspects of urban activities.

Al-Maw’el will attempt to simplify advanced science in urban planning and architecture and present it
in doses which can be absorbed easily and made use of. We believe that the light substance is easier for
digestion than a heavy one, especially for a weak stomack not yet used to heavy dosages as that offered by
the architecural library in the advanced world.

Al-Maw’el in its new form opens its pages for all those interested in the world of construcition to ex-
press themselves in any form. It is therefore a new experience for a newly born where with guidance and
assistance we hope-God's will-that it would be able to find its way in the world of specialized journalism.

We would therefore be looking forward that the reader would receive it readily as an objective publica-
tion representing all views, addressing the mind with reason and on scientific basis spreading its cultural
message for a nation which would like to be the best ever on earth.
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ALAM ALBENA s

CARVANSARAI

It is built to house the important
guests of the Shah and also the mer-
chants overnight and is linked to a
series of rooms above and below the
meydan’s gateway and overlooking the
great square. Parallel to the carvan-
sarai, is a small bazaar which allows
the merchants, who are staying for
overnight, to display their goods.

BAZAAR

Bazaar presents the story line, the
continuity, which 1is enriched
throughout its length by the events
(stores, some big and important, some
small and delicate), all close knit to the
main thread. It is a dark and cool
world lit only by shafts of sunlight
from clerestory and roof light. Inside,
the tunnel effect is softened by the
merchandise displays.




TRADITIONAL
HOUSE PLANS

By Reza Izadi & Team

The traditional Persian House
Plan is a result of functional process of
design that can be classified into three
general areas of House-Khanei,
Chahar-Saffeh and Three-part plans.
The climate plays an important role in
the design of those houses. Weather
control and privacy are also key fac-
tors in plans of these units. The plans
of three and four part houses usually
lack the wind towers but there are
other means to make up for their ef-
fect. The large holes in the ceiling of
the main living room help the air cir-
culation in and out of the room, while
they also permit light to enter.

Sometimes the rooms are located in-

between the courtyard in front and the
gardens to the other side. In some of
the smaller houses there are no back

AL AN ALBE N A s s e ) S

gardens and the plan has three
distinguished areas of summer
quarter-courtyard- winter quarter.

Summer quarters generally
located in the south or south west part
of the hall. This section is referred to as
«Nesar» and is facing the court-yard
and it is usually separated from the
courtyard by a porch (Iwan) and
sometimes it has a basement
underneath that is used for storage and
also midday gatherings.

The winter quarter, located on the
opposite side of the court- yard, gets
plenty of sunlight. Therefore, it is
suitable for use in cold weather. It
often includes a basement that is used
primarily for food storage.

COURTYARDS

Court yards are exterior spaces
surrounded by four tall walls and are
essential to the traditional house plans.
They divide and act as a buffer bet-
ween the summer and winter quarters
of the house. The major functional
aspect of courtyards is to provide the
circulating air with sufficient moisture
by use of vegetation. A specific con-
figuration is a sunken segment which
contains plants as well as a small pond
and provides a pleasant garden area.

CISTERN

Cistern, as a passive cooling
system, is a reservoir around ten to
twenty meters deep, sunk into the
ground, covered by a domed roof and
surrounded by several windtowers. In
the arid zones the winter nights are
very cold. In winter the cold water is
admitted to cisterns, partially filling
them. In summer the domed roof of
the cistern is warmed, and so is the air
and the top layer of the water in the
cistern. The windtowers maintain a
draft across the surface of the water,
so that the water vapour is removed,
saturation is prevented and evapora-
tion can continue. In this way the
water is kept cold.
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Synopsis from Alam Al- Bena’a

The Personality of this Issue

Mr. Gamal Bakry Chariman of the
E + G consultancy physical develop-
ment.

Chairman Dr. Bakry believes that
development should be based on the
efforts of new generations of architects
and that we should reach out our
hands to them and provide them with a
suitable cultural atmosphere, thus
enabling them to give their best. The
article is accompanied by some of his
designes.

Selected Projects

The first is Abu Dahbi Conference
City designed by the Japanese architect
Kora Kawa. The project won the first
prize in an international contest in
1976. The project comprises all
necessary functions of an international
conference city.

The second is Cairo Plaza which is a
touristic, administrative and residen-
tial complex on 6200 sq.m. on the east
bank of the river Nile with a facade of
150 m. overlooking the Nile. It consists
of the following main elements : of-
fices, a hotel, apartments, offices of
the southern building, a trade center
and showrooms.

Your Legal Advisor

This page answers legal questions
related to building codes and regula-
tions in Egypt.

Your Technical Advisor

Problems of Sanitary Installations. In
this issue your technical advisor
stresses that one should consult his
designer with respect to the sanitary
installations of his building whether in
insulation, extensions, joiningy or

preparations in bathrooms and kit-
chens as well as building materials that
may be affected by water leakages.

Book Review

Architecture Drafting & Design By:
Donald E. Hepler - Paul I. Wallach.
The first edition appeared in 1965 then
it was reprinted in 1971 and 1977. It
consists of five volumes. It is con-
sidered as a reference for professors
and students concerned with architec-
ture, decoration and art.

From the Islamic Art

The example illustrated is one of the
contemporary Islamic art which ap-
pears on a greeting card bearing the
Holly Name in a decorative form free
from the engineering lines and the
perfection of art is obvious. The design
which was made by a Morocan artist
was among the greeting cards chosen
by the UNICEF.

Construction Market
This is a categorized system of

advertisement trying to bring both the
consumer and the producer into con-
tact.

Interior Design

Wall-Cabinets are among the simplest
pieces of furniture which suit small
flats and have a variety of uses.

Do-It-Yourself

In this issue we present the method of
floor-carpeting with the intention of
encouraging the average people to
minimize the costs of decoration and
renovation in their flats.

Technical Essay

Plastic Modules as a way for pro-
viding concrete hollow and light tiles.

Architectural Essay

This is about the standardization of
contracts between the architect and the
client in an attempt to organize the
profession. The essay provides details
of a contract drawn between the ar-
chitect and the client in France.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I was delightfully surprised, pleased and impressed by reading your

Magazine Alam Al-Bena’a.

The Magazine reflects the tremendous enthusiasm of its organisers,
editors and contributors in architecture and planning in general and
islamic architecture and planning in particular. It successfully permeates
projects and provokes a similar enthusiasm in the minds of its readers.

It reflects a faith in search of an islamic identity in the architecture
of islamic dynsaties and governments. It urges to embark on a fresh,
scientific, analytical attitude towards a renaissance in islamic architec-

ture and planning.

Shamoon Abdali Mamnoon
DUBAI - U.A.E




NOTION

Are we planners ?

This is a question which many of
those graduating from the faculty of
engineerig with B.Sc in architecture or
planning would ask themselves as well
as those involved in this field. This is
because the academic degree is offered
from either an engineering college or
institute. That is to say the engineering
subjecté' are the basis for this
qualification. This would make people
ask whether engineering subjects are
the basis for planning as a science, or is
it economics, sociology... ect. The
question would furthermore be what
are the different levels of planning.
Others would still ask what is physical
planning as distinct from economic
and sociological planning ?

Some would say that physical
planning could be based on engineer-
ing or architectural education, and
socio-economic planning based on
economic and sociological education,
while others say that town planning is
the field of a planner with engineering
background or an engineer with plan-
ning as a background.

Regional planning could be seen
by some as the job of the geographer,
the agronomist, economist, and com-
prehensive national planning lying
within the scope of the socio-economic
planner. Some planners insist that they
can plan at all levels and for all pur-
poses. However, up till now, the full
picture of a planner who can operate at
the various levels of planning has not
yet been formulated. All this leaves
officials mixed up seeking a right and
exact definition of the planner.

Another specializtion which

would also request the right of being
regarded as a planning profession is
the sectoral planner, agronomist, in-
dustrial planner, road planner or
planner of public services, housing,
landscape....etc.

Planning has become the re-
quirement of contemporary life in
every respect. However, the varying
specializations of planning and the in-
terrelation between them was about to
render planning ineffective. The result
was that some people lost their faith in
planning as a discipline.

Considering planning as a pro-
fession confined only to some
qualifications started in the early fif-
ties. However, at the present time, this
is no longer accepted. This is due to the
emergence of varied specializations
with no clear cut boarders between the
scope of physical and socio-economic
planning at all levels. This has also
been the case with sectoral planning.
Planning should therefore be regarded
as a continuous and ongoing process
rather than merely a discipline being
tought or practiced. It is undertaken
by multidisciplenary teams functioning
at local and regional levels and dealing
with immediate and expected problems
at the same time.

It seems that this conception of
planning has not yet been conceived by
those involved in training and educa-
tion. Though this conception is still
under inspection or examination in
some countries it is still completely
strange in developing countries.

Based on this understanding, it
would be rather difficult for one per-
son to undertake planning unless as a
part of a multidisciplenary team which

therefore alters the definition of a
planner as a profession.

It has also been realized that all
those involved in post graduate educa-
tion in physical planning all over the
world are not all architects, where
there is the engineer, the geographer,
the economist, the administrator and
the sociologist...ect. The aim was to
have a mix of all these specializations
in one entity which enables them 1o
work in collaboration with each other,
where each one would determine his
exact role in the planning process.

Even the mass media has been one
of the specializations which is included
in the planning process due to the im-
portance of getting into contact with
the public at all levels. Since the plan-
ning process includes different
specialization together in one entity,
the formulation of various specializa-
tion takes place during post-graduate
education. It is therefore difficult to
regard the science of planning as any
other specialization, as it includes all
disciplines and specializations. We
notice, for instance, that physical
planning is tought as a complimentary
subject to architecture and regional
planning as a complimentary subject
to geography, also demography is
tought as a complimentary subject to
sociology and likewise with en-
vironmental planning to urban sub-
jects and economic planning 1o
economics....etc.

Hence, one of the local univer-
sities has started to realize the situation
and set-forth a proposal for
establishing a center for post graduate
studies in planning .
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By

Dr. ABDELBAKI IBRAHIM

Alam Al-Bena'a «World of Construction Magazine» after five months
starts a new phase of its development and growth which enables it best to
undertake its message of spreading cultural consciousness in the field of
planning and architecture based on Islamic values.

Time is ripe for Al-Maw’el «Habitat» to be issued independently from
the mother magazine as a scientific publication of the Center of Planning and
Architectural Studies.

Through mail it was possible to get acquainted with the readers' desires
which will be complied with by providing more substance for the architecture
and town planning student as well as the professional town planner, architect
and civil engineer.

As the response of those involved directly in the field of construction was
great, we are also looking forward for the public to respond to the magazine
for its cultural content. This is because it is a comprehensive magazine which
concernes both the specialist and the public.

We are completely convinced that the urban quality of the public is as
important as that of the specialist as they complement each other. The rising
standard of the urban consciousness among the public will contribute in rais-
ing the technical standard of the specialized which is an objective the
magazine is aiming at. Architecture in any society at any time and place is a
physical reflection for a cultural, economic and sociological value.

Alam Al-Bena’a in its new form enters another phase of testing, evalua-
tion, revision and development. This is further expected to be preceded by
other phases of change and modification for the better.
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