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A- NOTIFICATION 

This report was prepared by Dr . Nohsen Zahran 
and Dr. Hazem Ibrahim, after they had accomplished 
the task charged to them by the UNESCO. It included 
l ecturing in the training course on regional and 
urban planning at Huscat in Sultanate of Oman in 
the period from 26/ll/1987 till 9/12/1987. 

The lecturers are honoured to present this 
report to the UNESCO in fulfillment of the first 
article, paragraph D, of their contracts 
No.234178/7 signed with Dr. Mohsen Zahran, and 
No.234l79/7 signed with Dr. Hazem Ibrahim, inwhich 
the paragraph D appoints the presentation of a 
final report on the course. 

\Ve preferred to present a 
we tried to accomplish the 
inorder to attain the expected 
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B-INTRODUCTION:-

According to the contracts confirmed with the UNESCO in 
Paris, in collaboration with the Ministry of Housing in 
Sultanate of Oman to lecture in a training course on regional 
and urban planning in the period from t he 27th of November 1987 
to the 9th of December 1987 . 

The below mentioned lecturers left to Huscat - Sultanate 
of Oman- in Thursday morning 26/9/1987 . 

1- Or . Mohsen 
Professor 
Faculty of 

Moharam Zahran 
of Urban Planning and Urban Design at the 
Engineering - Alexandria Universi ty - ARE . 

2- Or . Hazem Mohamed Ibrahim 
Professor of Physi cal & Urban Planning at the Paculty of 
Engineering El-Azhar University - ARE. 

This was to accomplish the tasks specified in the contracts . 
The commission continued for two weeks from Thursday 26/9/1987, 
until Wednesday 9/12/1987 . They left for Cairo on the 9th of 
December. 

The commission was preceded by a period of academic and 
research prepara tions together with preparing the educational 
methods setup especially for that purpose. These include 
slides, drawings, plans, forms and transperancies whi ch help in 
giving the scientific and practical dimension together with the 
academic and t heoretical points of view . The preparation 
period took two weeks. 

The preparation of the final r eport took 4 weeks work , to 
fulfill the ·· Paragraph D ·· of our agrement , on the one hand 
and to prepare the technical v iew f or the forthcoming courses 
and the framework organization of the Hinistry, demanded by the 
key posts there . This necessitated the use of the computer to 
discharge and analyse the information obtained from the i ngury 
forms filled by t he participants at the end of the course, 
inorder to forth see the future of training at the Ministry . 

This makes an 8 weeks work - from t he part of the two 
experts in order to accomplish the reques ted tasks in the 
contract with the UNESCO and to keep up with our professional 
commitements in ·· Paragraph D ·· of our contract . 
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Finall y, we would like to express our gratitude to the 
UNESCO for its dear ~onfiden~e. We would a l so like to express 
our gratitude to the Omani government represented in its 
Housing Ministry, on the top of whi~h ~omes His Highness the 
~linister of Housing , and His Ex~ellen~y the Deputy Minister. 
l<e would also like to thank the General Manager of 
administrative and financi al affairs at the Minis try of 
Housing, the Manager of public relations , the Chief of the 
training section, the Chief of the Capital planning section, 
and all those who helped in the success of this training 
course. He also acknowledge the commitment of the Omani 
participants in t his training course. 

lie would also like to express our deep appreciation to Hr. 
Ali Ibn Saleh El- Megini, general secretary of the Omani 
National Commission for Science,Culture, and Edu~ation, for his 
efforts in the success of this training course. 

Dr. Hazem Hohamed Ibrahim Dr . Mohsen Moharam Zahran 
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1- A Review on the training course 
Held in Muscat - Sultanate of Oman 

On Regional & Urban Planning 
November\December 1987 

Within the co- operational .framework between UNESCO and the 
Sultanate of Oman, a training course has been organized by the 
Ministry of Education and Youth - represented in the National 
Commission for Education, Culture and Science . This course was 
directed to the staff working in the Omani Hinistry of Housing . 
The course that was held in the Hinistry's permises from November 
26th to December 9th 1987 was attended by 23 participants from 
the concerned personnel from the Hinistry of Housing and Hinistry 
of Environment and Water Resources . The lectures were given by 
Dr.Mohsen Moharam Zabran, Professor of Planning and Architecture 
in Alexandria University and Or . Hazem tlohamed Ibrahim, Professor 
of Physical and urban Planning in Al- Azhar University. 

Both lecturers, were received by His Highness Abdullah 
Ben Hamd Ben Seif El- Bousaeidy, Hinister of Housing, who gave 
t hem a very warm welcome. In this meeting, that was held in the 
Hinister's office and attended by Mr. Mohamed Ben Ismail, 
General Director of Hnancial a nd Administrative Affairs i n the 
Hinistry , they discussed the importance of training in increasing 
the efficiency of the working staff, and the different aspects of 
the devel opment, on route in the Sultanate since 1970. 

On Saturday, November 28th 1987, the training course 
sessions was inaugurated by His Excellency Saeid Ben Nasr El­
Maskry, Deputy tlinister of Housing . In His Excellency's opening 
speech, he said that the main objective of the training course is 
to be acknowledged by the new theories in the fields of planning 
and the modern systems of utilization of data in the different 
fields of development. It aims as well to assist the working 
staff in the preparation of the essential researches, studies,and 
statistical analysis . His Excellency stressed upon the 
importance of regional planning in control ling the migration 
towards urban areas and improving t he habitational conditions in 
the existing built up areas, in addition to raising the 
personnel's efficiency in order to take part in their country's 
development . 

Dr. Mohsen Zahran gave his lectures on the following 
subjects :-

1- Objectives of Physical Planning and its theories. 
2- Preparation of Planning Projects . 
3- Methods and Criteria of Data Analysis . 
4- Preparation of City and Regional Plans . 
5- Contents of the City Master Plan . 
6- Role of Physical Planning in Power conservation. 
7- A Demonstration on the Planning Project of Alexandria 

Regi on. 
8- The t heories of Urban Physical Pl a nning . 
9- The Application of Physical Planning i n the Arab World. 



As for Dr .Razem Ibrahim, he gave his lectures on the follow­
ing subjects : -

1- The continuity of Planning Process . 
2- Hethods of col lection, storage and updating of 
3- The criteria dominating the selection of 

areas . 

data. 
i ndustrial 

4- The Essential Studies for Preparation of Master Plans . 
5- Preparation of land subdivision plans. 
6- Beautification of cities and landscape des i gn. 
7- Environmental pollution i n Cities. 
8- Reviva l of Islamic values i n the contemporary 

architecture of the city . 
9- A demonstration on the planning strategy of development 

in Sinai and the factors affecting its policies , as an 
applied exampl e in the Arab ~lorld. 

Along with the given lectures , two research workshops were 
held, the first on t he Planning Project of El - Seib, the second on 
the planning project of Al-Kuweir area in Huscat . The two projects 
were presented by the staff engineers in both projects, which are 
being pl anned and implemented by t he technical depa rtments in the 
Ministry of Housing . During the training sessions, both 
lecturers visited Hr. Ali Ben Saleh Al-Meginy, Secretary General 
of the National Omani Committee for Education, Culture and 
Science. During the meeting, they reviewed the progress of the 
training course, the participants respond, and the importance of 
training in providing the working staff with the new theories and 
appl ications in their f ield of specialization. They also 
discussed the future of these training courses that could be 
organized assisted by UNESCO . 

Several meetings ~;ere also held between Dr. Mohsen Zahran, 
Dr. Hazem Ibrahim and the authoritative personnel in the 
different departments and directorates in the Ministry of 
Housing. A reception ceremony was held in Al - Bostan Pal ace for 
Dr . Zahran and Dr . Ibrahim under the auspices of His Excell ency 
Deputy Minister of Housing. The reception was attended by the 
participants, and the concerned personne l in Ministry of 
Housing . It was also attended by Secretary General of National 
Committee for Education, Cul t ure and Sci ence, Director Gener al of 
Financial and Administrative Affairs, Director General of Housing 
Projects , Director of Planning Studies Department , and expert 
of Co- ordinati on and Training. 

Mr . Hamid Ben Abdullah Ben Khamis, Head of Training 
department and Mr . Salem Ben Abdullah Al-}lahrouky together with 
Director of Public Relations in Ministry of Hous i ng, pl ayed a 
major role in proceeding successfully with the training sessions 
with respect to the organizational , administrative and executive 
aspects. 

During the training sessions, several f ield visits were made 
to the different districts of the Capital, e.g. Natrah, Huscat , 
Rawi, Al- Qarm, Al Seib, Al-Ghabra, Al-Queir, Al-Bostan and Gassa. 
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The lecturers 
Castle which 
Sultan Qabous 

a l so visited Yati Coast, Al-Rostaq castle and Hazm 
lie 200 kms far from Muscat. They also visited 

University and Sultan Hospital in Al- Seib. 

Though the participants in the training course were of 
varient qualifications, specializations and experiences, ye t the 
course progressed successfully. The lectures included open 
discussions with the participants l~hich reflected thei r interest 
in the aroused subjects . In general, the training sessions 
revealed the Omani citizen's commitment towards his work as well 
as t he ro l e of t he Omani Woman in the community's development. 

The Omani mass media, and net<spapers covered and published 
t he news of the training course . It was noticed that there is a 
great emphasis on training courses in the different fields of 
life in Oman, in the fields of Science , Medi ci ne, Engineering, 
Human Sciences, Industries, whereas several speci alized training 
courses were being held during the same period . 

The training course sessions were terminated by a 
celebration held, sponsored by Nr . Hohamed Ben I smail, Director 
General of Administrat ive a nd financial affairs , ~<ho distributed 
the t raining course's compl etion certificates on t he 
partici pants. Thi s training course was arranged by the National 
Omani Committee for Education, Culture and Science in co­
operation with the UNESCO and the Ministry of Rousing. It is one 
of a series of courses that will- God IVilling - be held, assisted 
by the UNESCO in co- operation with the concerned authorities in 
the Sul tanate of Oman . 
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2- Conclusions of Ques tionnaire 

Now that, the training course is held, and enlighted by its 
progress and outcomes, a questionnaire form was designed a nd 
distributed among the participants. The objective of t his 
questionnaire is to identify the participants' view and op~n~on 
as to the training course, in order to determine the most 
appropriate discipline for future training courses to be held in 
the Ministry of Housing, Sultanate of Oman. (Appendix - 3 - ). 

Herein follows a review of the results of the questionnaire . 

2-l Qualifications of participants: -

The questionnaire showed a common interest - among the 
participants - to work in the fields of housing, reconstruction 
and environment preservation. The academic degrees of the 
participants varied between high university degrees, intermediate 
and scholastic degrees. The number of university graduates 
constituted 55% of the participants. They have had their under -
graduate studies i n either Arab, European or American 
universities. Their fields of specialization i nc luded 
architecture, civil engineering, science or Arts . The degrees 
of the other participants varried between intermediate technical 
diploma, secondary, preparatory or primary school certificates, 
mostly with a lorig practical experience. Having such a wide 
variation in the participants' degrees and specializations 
constituted a vital criteria for the lecturer i n choosing his 
topic, and its details. In fact, it necessitates some kind of 
general and comprehensive training sessions . 

2- 2 Superiority in <>ork. 

The questionnaire s ho<>ed that more than 65% of the 
university graduated participants are freshners <>ho have only 
worked for the Ministry of Housing for no more than two years, 
whilst those who have been working for more than f ive years then, 
constitute only 18% of the participants . Contrariwise, 75% of 
the participants having intermediate degrees have had an 
experience of more than five years; Hence, organized training 
courses are essential to provide the newly appointed personnel 
with the appropriate training in addition to their practical 
experiences. 

2- 3 Practical experience and previous training courses 

The questionnaire showed that 50% of t he university 
graduated participants have not attended any training courses 
before, and 90% of them have not had any previous experiences at 
their present occupation. As for the participants having 
intermediate degrees, 70 % of them have already attended training 
courses and 65 % of them have already gained practical 
experiences at their present occupation . 
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2-4 The necessity of training courses 

The questionnaire s howed that 80% of the participants 
assured upon the importance of having tra i ning courses, whilst 
20% found it possible to have t raining courses to improve their 
progress in work. The idea of bei ng trained through on job 
trai ning, has been rejected by 10% of participant s, 25% of which 
found it an agreable i dea, whi l st 35% of t he participants ensured 
the necessity of on-job training. 

2-5 The duration of the training course. 

Almost all participants refused the idea of holding 
intensive courses for a week or less whilst 50% of them agreed to 
proceeding with these courses for a duration of two weeks. 35% of 
t he partici pants agreed to a duration of 3-4 weeks. Thus, a 
fortnight seems be the most reasonabl e duration for a training 
course. 

2- 6 The timing of training courses . 

The questionnaire showed that 55% of the university 
graduated participants and only 10% of those having intermediate 
education degrees agreed to having these training cour ses during 
the official working hours . This is due to the fac t that t he later 
participants have more field wor ks and public duties to carry out 
during working hours . 

2-7 The suitable season for training courses . 

Almost a l l the participants agreed to havi ng 
courses thoroughout the year taking into consideration 
holidays except for 15% who made a special emphasis as 
summer holidays. 

training 
official 

to the 

Accordingly, the best 
would be any time during t he year 
August , nati011al holidays, bairams 

season for t raini ng courses 
excepting the months of July, 
and the holy month of Ramadan. 

2-8 Location of t raini ng courses . 

The questionnaire showed that 85% of the participants 
refused having their training courses in their office permises . 
Some of which recommended having them held in a ho tel or in the 
lectures hall in the General Administration Institute in Khoeir . 
Thi s is due to the participant's wish to be ful ly concentrating 
on his training courses away from any daily duties or 
responsibilities . 

Actually, the proceeding of a training course outside 
the ministry's permises adds to the organizational expenses of 
transportation of t he participants to and from their offices 
besides the extra expenses fo r the rent ing lectures hall and 
r eceptions . Besi des , such a situation pr event s the participants 
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from carrying their daily duties at the Ministry before or after 
attending their training sessions 

2-9 Training courses abroad. 

85 % of the partici pants agreed on attending training 
courses abroad whilst 15% of them fou11d it possible . Taking into 
consideration that the participants include female personnel, it 
was found that most of the participants agreed to having these 
training courses held in Arab countries. Accordingly, we do 
deduce t hat having training courses held abroad preferably in 
Arab countries, for a limit ed number of participants would be an 
agreable idea. 

2- 10 The language of training courses . 

The questionnaire showed that onl y 20% of 
participants agreed to having their courses in Engl ish whilst 

the 
40% 

of which insisted on having their courses in Arabic. 
remaining 40% did not mind having their courses in either Arabic 
or English. Those who agreed for the English language 
most l y university gradua t es , yet they refused having 
courses in any other language e.g. french a german. 

The 

were 
their 

Hence it is found that 60% of the participants are 
capable of attending training courses in Engl ish whilst 80% of 
them prefer it to be in Arabic , while 100 % of them are capable 
of attending training courses in Arabic. 

2-11- Suggested training courses 

Reviewing the questionnaire, four groups of lectures 
have been identified amongst the participants answers, and were 
arranged sequentially in accordance to their preference, i.e. 
group (a) had more votes than (b) which is, in t urn more than (c) 
and (d) and so on. 

- Group A:-

-Preparation of Regional Plans. 
- Preparation of executive plans for cities. 
- Preparation of land-subdivision plans. 
- Preparations of development plans for old areas. 
- Revival of deep rooted Islamic values in contemporary 

construction of cities . 
-Planning and design of housing projects . 

- Group B: -

- Preparation of Master Plans for cities. 
- Planning of Infrastructure net1~ork in cities . 
- Devel opment of touristic sites . 
- Beautification of cities and landscape design. 
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- Ucilization of computers in physi cal planning . 
- Environment studies and its relation to development 

of city planning . 

- Group C:-

- Planni ng of i ndust r ial s i tes. 
- Planning of roads a nd transporta t i on networ ks . 
- Economies of physical planning and housing projects . 
- Land s urvey works and preparation of base maps . 
- Aerial survey . 

- Group D: -

- Collection, storage and analysis of planning data . 
Planning and design of central bus iness districts . 

- Planning standards for cities . 
- Preparation of tender documents f or housing projects . 
- Inconventional methods for the augementat i on of power 

and wa t er resources . 
-Municipal works of towns and vi l lages . 
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3- The proposed training program. 

3-1 Preparation of the training program:-

The proposed training program has been set based upon four 
information sources as follows: -

- Review of the contemporary trends in the Sultanate of 
Oman. 

- Heetings with the concerned personnel at Hinistry of 
Housing. 

- The impact of the training course that was held. 
-The questionnaire forms filled by the participants . 

The meeting with the concerned personnel at the ~linistry of 
Housing revealed the officials' interest and belief in training 
as the best procedure for elevating t he personnel's efficiency. 
Through the training courses, the participants could benefit from 
their lecturers' professional and academic experiences . 

These meetings were held with His Highness, ~linister of 
Housing, His Excellency Deputy Minister of Housing, Director 
General of Administrative and Financial Affairs, Head of training 
department and heads of the different departments and 
directorates at the Ministry of Housing . The General Secretary of 
the Omani National Commission for education, culture and science, 
was very enthusiastic about these training courses . 

In reviewing , the contemporary trends in the Sultanate of 
Oman, we find that the ambitious devel opment plan necessitates a 
large number of qual ified personnel to work in the different 
fields of development . A special emphasis is given to the Omani 
citi~en who is the prime benefitor of his country's development. 
In general , the training of the Omani citizen is viewed as the 
best procedure for the development of human resources in Oman. 
This appears quite clear, in the number of training courses being 
held during the same period in the fields of medicine, 
engineering, education, arts, as well as in the mass media's 
interest in presenting the activities of these training sessions 
onto the Omani citizens . 

On the whole, the participants showed interest in attending 
all the lectures and research sessions and took part in the 
different discussions. This in fact reflects the Omani citizen's 
self commitment and his interest in training and training 
courses . Actually, these training courses are looked upon by the 
Omani people as an indication for further promotion in their 
jobs, i.e. it constitutes a well established motive for attending 
these courses . 

The impact of the training course on the participants coul d 
be identified from the questionnaire form, that was distributed 
among the participants to fill in expressing their actual needs 
to take into consideration on preparing any future courses. 
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3-2 Proposed training courses . 

Accordingl y, and bei ng based on the a bove mentioned 
i nfo rmation sour ces , a proposed framework has been made 
for a trai ning program as s hown hereinaf ter . 

3- 2- l - General courses for the personnel i n various sections : -

a- Revival of deep rooted I s lamic values in contemporary 
construc t ion o f t he city. 

b- Preparat i on of struc tural plans for towns and villages . 
c- Preparation of regi onal plans . 
d- Preparation of development plans for ol d areas . 
e- Development of touristic sites . 

3- 2- 2- Specialized courses for t he personne l in engineering 

and planning departments : -

a- Economies of physi cal planning and housing projects . 
b- Up-grading of physical environment in urban areas. 
c- Preparat i on of maste r plans for cities • 
d- Preparation of executive plans for cities . 
e- Preparation of land subdivision plans . 
f - Pl anning of industrial areas • 
g- Planning and design of city center (CBD). 
h- Planning of infrastructure networks in cities 
i - Pl anning of roads network and transportation • 
j- Beautification of cities and landscape design . 

3-2-3- Special ized courses f or the personnel 

research,studies and administration departments : -

of planning data. 
villages . 

in 

a- Collection ,storage and analysis 
b- Planning standards for towns and 
c- Co-ordination and management of physical planning 

projects . 

3-2-4- Speci alized courses for the personnel working in the 

field of Rousing :-

a - Planning ,design and management of housing projects . 
b- Preparation of tender documents for hous ing projects . 
c- Implementation and follow up of housing pro j ects . 

3- 2- 5- Special ized courses for the personnel working in the 

field of environment : -

a - Inconvent i onal methods for the augementation of power and 
tJater . 

b- Environmental studies and its relat i on to town planning • 
c- Municipal <>arks in towns and villages • 
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3-2- 6- Specialized courses for the personnel working in the 

fie l d of survey : -

a- Land survey works and preparation of base maps . 
b- Land and building s urvey • 

3-2-7- Training courses to be held temporari l y abroad :-

These courses need special equipment that are not currently 
available I t is thus preferable to hold these courses 
outside Oman : -
a- Utilization of computers in physical planning works ( for 

the different specializations.) 
b- Aerial survey and preparation of aerial maps . ( For the 

personnel in survey departments in the first degree, and 
the personnel in the planning departments in the second 
degree .) 
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3-3 The Organizational framework for the training program 

3-3-1 The training program would be allocated for all the 
Omani citizens 1.arking in the same ministry, in the 
form of comprehensive courses. These courses aim to 
consolidate the concepts and procedures of work among 
the personnel 1•hatever were their qualifications, 
specialization or directorates. 

3- 3-2 

3-3-3 

3-3-4 

3- 3- 5 

The training program would include all the personnel 
~<orking in the l1inistry or in the other directorates 
and regions. 

The training plan should include several courses, such 
that the trainee would attend no less than 3 courses 
per year ( a course every four month) and no more 
than 6 courses per year ( a course every two month.) 

Every training course would proceed for two weeks, and 
would be held at the concerned Hinistry's permises or 
in any other location the ministry finds reasonable. 

The training sessions are preferably held during the 
actual working hours in a way that allows the 
participants to proceed with their duties. This could 
be achieved by either of the fol l owing two options : -

Option 1:-

First Lecture 8,30 a . m. 
Break 10,00 a .m. 
Second Lecture 10,30 a.m. 
The participants would proceed 
12 noon till 2.00 afternoon . 

Option 2:-
---------
From 7 . 30 a . m. to l0.3o a.m. 
office works. 
First Lecture 10,30 a . m. 
Break 12,00 noon . -
Second Lecture 12,30 p.m. 

10,00 a.m. 
10,30 a.m. 
12,00 noon. 

with their duties 

would be allocated 

12.00 noon. 
12,30 P.m. 
2.00 p.m. 

from 

for 

3-3-6 The training sessions woul d be held in 
provided by audio- visual systems . 

halls 

3- 3- 7 The training courses woul d be held throughout the 
year except on national, religious holidays, the holy 
month of Ramandan and the summer holidays in July and 
August,. 

3-3-8 The number of participants in any local training 
course would not be less than 15 or more than 20 . 
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3- 3- 9 It is possibl e to send trainees to attend 
courses abroad such that they would not 
participants and would not be less than 3. 

training 
exceed 6 

3- 3-10 If training 
preferable to 
Arab or foreign 
are recolllll!ended 

courses are to be held abroad it is 
send the male participants to either 
countries whilst female participants 
to be sent to Arab countries only. 

3- 3- 11 It is preferable to give 
arabic. It is possible to 
courses in English . But 
participants with perfect 
sent abroad. 

the training courses in 
give the external training 
in this case, only those 
English language would be 

3- 3- 12 Each lecture proceeds for 90 minutes, 30 minutes of 
which woul d be dedicated for open discussion. 

3-3-13 The reasonable duration for a training course is 
t<>o weeks such that it proceeds 6 days per week. The 
lectures should not exceed 10 lectures weekly whilst 
the research sessions should not be less than 2 
sessions . 

3-3-14 Field visits could be held to discuss the various 
subjects applied on site. They could replace research 
sessions . 

3- 3-15 The detailed content of every training course is to 
be prepared before its commencement by enough time 
declaring the lectures topics, a resume of its 
content , research sessions, a brief introduction to 
the lecturers and participants. This program woul d be 
distributed on both the lecturers and participants . 

3- 3- 16 Every participant would present a working paper in 3 
pages on a subject related to his daily practice and 
connected to the main subject of the training course. 
These papers are to be delivered at the commencement 
of the training course to be studied by the lecturers 
and discussed in open sessions and research 
workshops . 

3- 3- 17 The participants' papers are to be evaluated as well 
as their progress in the training sessions. Each 
participant is then given a certain grade in his 
training course completion certificate, with respect 
to his participation , commitment, and response to the 
discussed topics 

3- 3- 18 The evaluation of the trainees should be made in 
cooporation with the Omani Officials in the training 
department. Day to day degrees are recommended. 
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4- COMPLEMENTARY IWRKS 

The objective of these complementary 1~orks is t o provide the 
Minis try of Housing with t he tools necessa ry to improve 
productivity and decrease its dependence on other organizational 
systems . These works include two vital elements :-

4-l- Consultancy Team 

It is a per manent consul tancy body in the l1i nistry of 
Housing whose aim is to provide the au thorities in the 
ministry with a group of specialists in the different fields 
to present their advice - each in his o1m field of interest, 
as to the various matters as 1•ell as r evising the major 
projects In this way, the Ministry will minimize its need 
appoint any consultancy firms to proceed with i ts work. 
Through the proposed Consultancy t eam , t raining could be 
provided to the personnel in the di fferent departments during 
their daily practice 

It is preferable for this consultancy team wi l l be linked 
to eithe r the office of His Highness , the Minister or His 
Excellency ,the Deputy Minister, in order to direct its 
works in accordance with the actual needs of the Mi nis try 
and the urgent duti es and demands that might arise . 

The personnel of the proposed team must have a long 
pr ofessional and academic experience of not less t han 20 
years and no l ess than a PH. D. in their field of specializat­
ion . The proposed team should i nclude t he followi ng 
specialists:-

Expert i n 
Expert i n 
Expert in 
Expert i n 
Expert i n 
Expert in 

4- 2- ~!anuals · -

regional planning . 
physical and urban planning . 
roads network and transportati on 
socio- economy 
Housing . 
co-ordination and management • 

Specialized planning and architect ural manuals are to be 
prepared i n order to consolidate the concepts and standardize 
the progress of work among the personne l of t he Ministry, as 
well as t he consultancy fir ms dealing with the ~!inistry 

These manuals present a standard procedure of work , which i n 
t urn simplifies the follow up , revi sion ,and categorizing of 
the different tasks to be carried out In addition , t hese 
manuals could be t he major tool for any future training 
courses. 

These manuals are to be prepared by experts of a 
calibre on both the proffess ional and academic level . 
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These manuals are to be prepared by experts of a high 
calibre on both the proffessional and academic level. The 
final drafts of these manuals are to be discussed with the 
concerned personnel , approved , and then distributed on the 
staff working in the different fields . These manuals should 
be practical and simplified , emphasizing the Make It 
Yourself " concept, in order to ensure the best r esults with 
the least help of others. 

In this respect , the followi ng manuals are proposed 

a- A standard system of planning data collection and storage . 
b- A standard system for drawings and report presentation. 
c- Preparation of structure plans for cities . 
d- Preparation of master plans for cities . 
e- Preparation of executive plans for existing built up areas . 
£- Preparation of land subdivision plans . 
g- Preparation of regional plans. 
h- Preparation of housing projects 
i- Standards and specifications for buildings 

17 



II Questionnaire 

8- Do you 
- No 

consider it important to attend training courses ? 
- Possible - Important 

9- Do you find it important to be trained during daily practice ? 
- No - Possible - Important 

10-Nhat is the reasonable dura tion - in your opinion - for the 
training course 7 
- 3 days - One week - Fortnight - Hore 

11-What time do you find best for the training courses ? 

- During working hours. 
- After working hours . 

12-What season do you find best for belding training courses. 

- Thoroughout the year - except summer 
or .... .... .. . •..•....•...•..... . . .. 

13-Nhat location - in your opinion - do you find bes t for train­
ing courses ? 

- In your office. 
- In other place Where ? ------------------

14-Do you agree on attending training courses abroad 7 
- No - Possible - Yes 

15-Do you agree on attending training courses with other 
participants from different nationalities ? 
- No - Yes - Possible 

16-l~hat language do you find best for training courses ? 
- Arabic 
- English others ? 

2 



III - Proposed Training Courses 

17- In case of having any 
six training courses 
the following: -

future training courses, please choose 
(or more) you find best for you from 

17-1 
17- 2 
17-3 
17-4 
17-5 
17-6 
17-7 
17- 8 
17-9 
17-10 
17- 11 
17-12 
17-13 

17- 14 
17- 15 
17-16 
17- 17 

17-18 
17-19 

17- 20 
17-21 

17- 22 
17-23 

Collection, storage and analysis of planning data. 
Preparation of Regional Plans . 
Preparation of master plans for cities. 
Preparation of executive plans for cities. 
Preparation of land subdivision plans . 
Preparations of development plans for old areas . 
Planning of indus tri al areas . 
Design and planning of Central business districts. 
Planning of infrastructure networks in cities . 
Planning of roads and transportation networks. 
Development of t ouristic sites. 
Planning standards for cities. 
Revival of deep-rooted Islamic values in contemporary 
construction of the city. 
Planning and Design of housing projects. 
Preparation of tender documents for housing projects. 
Beautification of cities and l andscape design. 
Inconventional methods for the ugmentation of water and 
power. 
The economies of urban planning and housing projects . 
Co-ordination and management of physical planning 
projects. 
The utilization of computers in physical planning. 
Environment a l studies and its relation to city 
development . 
Preparation of base maps and land survey works. 
Hunicipal works in towns and villages . 

17-24 -------------------------------------------

18- Please state any further no t es you wish to add . 

SIGNATURE 
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DATE 
- - / --/1987 



DR. MOHSEN M. ZAHRAN o. A •• M. ARCH •• M.P. A. ARCH •• PH.D. 

PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECiURE AND URBAN DESIGN, ALEXANDRIA UNIVERSITY, ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT 

A Short Course on: 

URBJ\..H AND RIDIONAL PLAHHING 

14 - 25 Nov~mbar, 1987 

~ Plo.n 

1 . 'rhis course Hill enlist the a cademic and professional com­
petence of tHo Unosco experts in developing this shot•t cours e 
on "Urban and flegional Planning" addressed to about 2o 
plrutnors, engineers and technical assistants of the Sultanate 
of Oman unde;r:> the auspices of the Minist:t'y of Housing. 

2 . The course will :t'un for tHelve consecutive days . On each 
day two intensive sessions of lectures are planned, each 
lasting foX' 75 minutes, Hith 15 minutes of rocess in betHeen. 
Di:t'oct questions on lecturos a;r:>e allowed at the end of each 
session. 

3. A daily thi:t'd session of 90 minutes is plrumed follo~rine; a 
t Henty minute recess ro:r coffee afte:t' the morni~ t1-1o 
sessiono . This session iu intende d to: 

a. Initiation of dialogue betHeen the participrulh and 
the experts :t'elating the lectures 1 conten·t;s to local 
situations and problems . 

b . Ansi·le:t' questions OX' elaborations on course topics . 

c . RevieH inuividual o:t' g;r:>oup projects dealing 1~ith 
practical problems . 

d . Group discussions and p:t'eceptorials on relevant plllll­
ning issues . 

L~ . Participants will be supplied Hith a brief outline of each 
lecture topic ahead of timo . '!'hey shall be req1.testeu to do 
somo reading and p:t'eparation in order to involve g1•oater 
purticipu·t;ion rutd collllllitmen·t; . This Hill hel p achieve better 
rosulta and reap greater benefits .from thisshort planning course. 

5. 1'he timely issues of envi1•oruuental control, pollution, ene;r:>gy 
con.uervation and human iden·t;ity in Arab citie3 are included a·t; 
tho latter pa;r:>t of the course to stresa their special import­
ance to regional rutd u:t'ban development. 

6. Eltruuples of regional and urban planning efforts !"rom the Niddle 
East reBion Hill be presented and discussed in depth by experts 
and participrutts to relate course contents to practical problems 
and actual situations in the region in an open exchange of 
exp.c:t'iences and views . 

7 . The cour·.:;o ends 1-lit;h a final session .for review and feedback . 
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His highness Abdullah Ben Hamed Ben Seif El-Boussaidy ,Minister of Housing 
in Oman meeting Dr. Hazem M. Ibrahim and Dr . Mohsen Zahran in his office. 

4.,.J WI_, 4.,J I .> ~ I u~rr L< ..r,t..>.o J.,.s l....o-1 v..- _;,.,_rUI .>..,.s .:.H ~ I J.6 U.JI .; I...::-~ I 
u IJ "'l/ u->-l_u::.S..>.l'.; ,..,..,_,I ~ ~ l> ~~..>.U .Ut.,...Ji.=...l ' I..:..:. I -......L..o.o.l~ 1.-S-~I 6J I .).:H 

Hr. Mohamed Ben AbdelAziz Ben Ismail,Director General of Administrative 
and Fi nancial affairs in Ministry of Housing, meeting with Dr. Hazem M. 
Ibrahim and Kohs an Zahran . 
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Dr . Mohamed Houst afa Al-Bakr>y, exper>t of Co-ordination and Tl'aining , Dr. 
Hazem M. Ibrehim , Dr> . 11ohsen Zahr>an and Mr> . Hamid Ben Abdullah Ben 
Khameis , head of Tr aining Department. 
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Dr . Hazem M. Ibrahim and his Excellency Saeid Ben Nasr Al- Maskry , 
Deputy Minister of Housing in the reception held in Al-Bostan Palace 
Among the attendants .,ere director &eneral of Administrative and 
Financial affairs , SecretOry Coneral of the National Committe for 
Education , Culture and Science, Mr. Abdel Amir Ben Abbas, Director 
General of Housing Projects and 11r . Ali Ben Abdullah Director of :' I ~; · d 
Planning Studies Department . 


